Christians Must Prepare To Do The Lord’s Work
Esther 4:16 - Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.
In order to preserve the life of God’s people, Esther had to put her life on the line by breaking the king’s law to inform him of an unjust law, which was simply an act of arrogance and prejudice.  We are living in an age, in which man is drifting farther and farther away from God by creating laws which are not just, but rather unjust.  What is the difference between a just law and an unjust law?  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. describes the two by saying; “A just law is a law that squares with a moral law.  It is a law that squares with that which is right, so that any law that uplifts human personality is a just law.  Whereas that law which is out of harmony with the moral is a law which does not square with the moral law of the universe.  It does not square with the law of God, so for that reason it is unjust and any law that degrades the human personality is an unjust law.  Well, I would go on to say in more concrete terms that an unjust law is a code that the majority inflicts on the minority that is not binding on itself.  So that this becomes difference made legal.”  
The king had a law that whoever enters into the inner court without permission by him during these thirty days shall be put to death.  This was an unjust law, for it degraded human personality.  Haman’s law, which was to kill all the Jews, was an unjust law, for it was a code decided upon by the Persians to inflict a death sentence upon the Jews, they were not willing to bind upon themselves.  Therefore, Esther had to prepare herself for this work.  What I like about Esther is she did not bind something on God’s people she was not binding upon herself.  She wanted God’s people to prepare themselves and she prepared herself also.  Not even Jesus demands things of us He was not doing Himself.  Listen to your Bible!  In John 13:15, the Bible reads, “For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.”  Therefore, we need to follow His example and prepare ourselves like He prepared Himself to do the work of the Lord (Matthew 4:1-11).

Preparation is not something commanded of those leading in the worship only, but this is something the entire congregation must do.  We may not be the one leading the congregational prayer, but we have to participate in this prayer in order to prepare for worship (Ecclesiastes 5:2).  We may not be the one moderating the Lord’s Supper, but we have to prepare ourselves through self-examination to partake of the Lord’s Supper (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).  We may not be the one passing out the collection plate, but we have to prepare ourselves to give unto the Lord (2 Corinthians 9:7).  We may not be the one leading the singing, but we must prepare ourselves to sing praises to Him who has redeemed us from unrighteousness (Hebrews 2:11-12).  We may not be the one delivering the holy message of God, but we must prepare ourselves to receive the word of God (1 Thessalonians 2:13).  

There is a reason why we are here in the 20th century and not the 1st century.  There is a reason why we are citizens of God’s kingdom this year.  God has a work for us to do in this generation and the work is for us to preserve His kingdom and this community for future generations to come.

Matthew 5:13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned?  It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.”
