Bible Moments – July 30, 2009
Eliminating A Selfish Mentality
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.
The word “nevertheless” carries with it not only a change to focus and follow God, but it eradicates a selfish mentality and transforms it into a “giving of self” disposition.  Listen to your Bible!  In Philippians 1:23-24, Paul is recorded as saying, “For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you.”  It is the goal of every Christian to live an eternity with Christ forever and ever.  Therefore, we make a diligent effort to “work out our soul’s salvation with fear and trembling” according to Philippians 2:12.  However, in our effort to keep ourselves unspotted from the world, we neglect to evangelize the lost, edify the saved, and provide help to the needy.  Paul had a desire to one day depart this life and be with Christ, which is far better than living below in this old sinful world, but he also recognized his immediate departure would be of no benefit to the church in Philippi.  Therefore, Paul’s focus was shifted to helping his brethren get to heaven, in which at the same time, he would also be helping himself.  How often do we find ourselves establishing our faith, increasing our faith, and morphing from sinners to saints and once we reach this plateau, we forget to strengthen our brethren?  Paul was on his way to heaven.  He had faith.  He was converted, yet it was his ability to recall the word, “nevertheless” that encouraged him to strengthen the brethren.  We need more Christians like Paul, who will stop focusing on themselves only and take their knowledge, wisdom, and experience in the Lord to strengthen the brethren by edifying and encouraging one another, to help strengthen the church by evangelizing the lost, and to help nurture those in need by displaying the same love and compassion Christ showed towards us.  However, this cannot happen until we first learn to say and do “nevertheless.”  

When we learn to say and do “nevertheless,” our steps are ordered in such a way as to suggest we must obey God rather than man regardless of the situation or the circumstance (Acts 5:29).  “Nevertheless” ultimately teaches us we do not have a choice in the matter.  It is either God’s way or no way at all.

My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
