Bible Moments – August 3, 2009
Applying Nevertheless
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.
In our Christian walk, God gives us commands to obey.  Human nature teaches us to love our neighbors and hate our enemies.  It would appear if God did not want us to hate our enemies; He should either destroy the feeling of hate or eliminate our enemies.  God gave us a body so we may be a living sacrifice unto Him (Romans 12:1), but in this same body we become vulnerable to sin, which enables us to hate.  However, instead of trying to make sense of the matter, we need to just say “Nevertheless, I am going to love my enemies, bless them that curse me, do good to them that hate me, and pray for them which despitefully use me, and persecute me because Christ said so” (Matthew 5:44-45).

In many occasions, individuals are confused about the gospel message concerning Christ and His church because it doesn’t make sense.  How is God going to put all of the saved into one church?  Socially, it is impossible.  Numerically, it does not add up.  Psychologically, it is mind-boggling.  Philosophically, it is too narrow, but scripturally, it is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.  To the unsaved individual it doesn’t make sense because they have a choice in everything; a choice in the job market; a choice at the car lot; a choice in real estate.  But when it comes to the church of our Lord, there is no choice because He built only one (Matthew 16:18, Ephesians 1:22-23, and 4:4).  It would appear if God did not want folks flocking into other churches, then He should not have allowed them to be built.  However, instead of questioning God, it is time for us to say; “Nevertheless, I am going to repent of my sins, confess Christ, and be baptized, so God can add me to the church of His choice, which is the church of Christ” (Acts 2:47).

God’s commands are oftentimes contrary to our human wisdom.  God’s commands may appear silly as a result of the situation.  God’s will at times conflicts with our will.  However, we must recognize God’s way is the best way.  God’s way is the only way.  God’s way is the safe way.  God’s way is the sure way.  So, whatever we may be dealing with at any point in time, let us take time to pause, say “nevertheless,” and do what God will have us to do.  My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
