Bible Moments – September 21, 2009
There Will Be Delays
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.
Although it is clear God is our Guide, this does not mean there would be no delays.  
After their deliverance from Egyptian bondage, they encountered some disturbances, some disappointments, some difficulties, some discomforts, and some dangers.  One would think, “What else could happen at this point?”  Well, Israel had to be delayed in Exodus 19:1-6.  At this point, Israel had been delivered.  Israel was anxious to get to the Promise Land and they had gotten past everything standing in their way, but now, they are being delayed.  To the eager soul, a delay will always appear to be a bad thing, but to the patience soul, delays always have a purpose.  The delay was for the purpose of informing Israel of God’s law, His further instructions, and the promises attached to these commands.  As we step as believers in Christ Jesus, there are going to be times in which we are motivated to want to move forward and do this or do that, but God provides a delay.  We need to take time and thank God for delays.  Some of us are living today because traffic was delayed.  Some of us are alive and well today because school was delayed.  Some of us are not lying in somebody’s hospital bed today because our flight was delayed.  There may be some things we want to do for the Lord, but we are being delayed, for our Guide can see something ahead we may not be prepared for.  However, we are paused for a purpose.  God is preparing us to accomplish His will.  “Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.  For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise: ‘For yet a little while, and He who is coming will come and will not tarry.  Now the just shall live by faith; but if anyone draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.’  But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul” (Hebrews 10:35-39).  We need to allow ourselves to be delayed, hear God’s instructions, and step forward knowing there is going to be an anticipated promise as a result of His word and our obedience.  Therefore, we must wait on the Lord (Isaiah 40:31), but not delay in the keeping of His commandments (Psalms 119:60).

My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
