Repentance: Impossible?
Hebrews 6:4-6 - For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.

Why is it impossible for such an individual to be renewed to repentance?  Two reasons: 

It Is Because It Is Highly Unlikely For Such An Individual To Fall Away.  This Christian has been enlightened.  This Christian is a partner with the Holy Ghost.  This Christian has tasted the heavenly gift.  This Christian has experienced the good word of God.  This Christian has sampled the power of the coming age.  Therefore, this person understands all too well all that God wants us to understand on this time side of life.  So, this individual personifies 2 Corinthians 5:7 and truly lives their lives walking by faith and not by sight.  

This Person Is Fully Aware Of What They Are Doing When They Do Fall Away From God.  Oftentimes, when Christians are disciplined and/or they fall away from the faith, they will look at their situation as if a group of people passed judgment upon them or Christianity just wasn’t their thing.  However, the person in Hebrews 6:4-6 is not so naïve.  This individual understands that they have no fellowship with God.  They know that in their falling away, they are crucifying to themselves the Son of God afresh, and putting Him to an open shame.  Therefore, they cannot live with themselves.  This Christian understands the ramification of sin.  Listen to your Bible!  In Hebrews 10:26-29, the Bible reads, “For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?”  Therefore, they feel they cannot face the Lord, who is the one who delivered them from sin, enlightened them, made them a partner with the Holy Spirit, and has allowed them to sip, test, and try all the things the world is not privy to.  They are unaware of how to approach the very one they betrayed.  Therefore, it is impossible for us to renew them to repentance.  It is impossible for them to renew themselves to repentance, BUT it is not impossible for God to renew them to repentance.  This is where the reconciliation of Hebrews 6:4-6 and 1 John 1:9 comes in to play.

 

In Matthew 19:26, Jesus said, “With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.”  Our impossibilities are God’s possibilities.  If we fail in our ability to restore and they fail in their ability to be renewed, don’t give up hope, but rather trust in the promises and potential of God to bring this person to himself, to repentance, and to confession like only He can.
