Is Salvation Possible Without Obedience?

The evil influences of our day, the ministers of Satan, the Bible haters and those who pervert the Scriptures suggest to us “salvation can be obtained without obedience.”  This is not only inconsistent with Bible teaching, but totally contradictory to the gospel of Christ.  When brought to its logical conclusion, this type of reasoning would make Christ a liar and therefore, not the Son of God, and makes the idea of salvation worthless.

The Israelites knew salvation required obedience.  When they stood before the Red Sea, pursued by the Egyptians, they obeyed God’s word, “Go forward” (Exodus 14:15).  Now God had already devised the plan of their salvation.  God had already instructed Moses.  God had already caused the passageway to become available.  God had already caused a “strong east wind” to make “the sea dry land” (Exodus 14:21), but they did not receive deliverance until they “all passed through the sea” (Exodus 10:1).  Their salvation was as a result of obedience.

The same holds true for the New Testament.  Observing a man born blind, Jesus said, “Go wash in the pool of Siloam” (John 9:7).  Now Jesus had already seen him (John 9:7).  Jesus had already spat on the ground (John 9:1).  Jesus had already made clay of the spittle (John 9:6).  Jesus had already anointed his eyes (John 9:6), but he was not saved from blindness until he obeyed.  We read, “He went …and washed, and came seeing” (John 9:7).  His salvation was as a result of obedience.

Jesus loves mankind.  This is shown in the life He lived and the death He died.  It is set forth in these words, “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).  The concern and love of God is unquestioned and suggested by Jesus in the golden text of the Bible (John 3:16), but Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mark 16:16).  Can this be ignored?  Commanded by the authority, the apostles said, “Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38).  Can this be overlooked?  Is salvation possible without obeying these commands?  Can any man today be made free from his past sins if he does not obey Christ?  Through His life, Christ taught that exact obedience to His commands is undeniably important and essential to salvation.  The apostle said of Him, “Though He were a son, yet learned He obedience by the things He suffered and, being made perfect, He became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey Him” (Hebrews 5:8-9).  

Has any man obeyed Christ who has not been baptized scripturally?  Notice I said, “Baptized scripturally.”  Some have been baptized, but have not been “baptized scripturally” and therein lies a vast difference, the difference between heaven and hell.  The Bible teaches:

· Baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38)

· Baptism saves (1 Peter 3:21)

· We are baptized into Christ (Galatians 3:27)

· We are all baptized into one body (1 Corinthians 12:13).

This being true, have we obeyed if we have not done these things?  If we have not obeyed, can we be saved?  Salvation is not independent of obedience, but rather, it is through and by obedience, for we read, “Blessed are they that do His commandments…” (Revelation 22:14).  

If we are concerned about salvation; if we are concerned about obedience to the commands of Christ; if we are concerned about going to heaven, then we should understand no man has and no man ever will go to heaven without obedience.  Why not attend the Wildercroft church of Christ, where the gospel of Jesus Christ is preached exactly as it appears in the Bible, exactly as it was preached by the apostles of Christ.  
