What Saith The Scripture?

This expression, “What saith the Scriptures?” (Romans 4:3) is a sober, yet straightforward appeal to the word of God.  Although this is considered a traditional, narrow-minded approach, it is unquestionable the most authoritative, spiritual manner to solve all issues pertaining to religious matters, the soul, & salvation.  If men could just be persuaded to eliminate speculative theories; if men could just be persuaded to eliminate humanistic assumptions; if men could just be persuaded to eliminate individual interpretations; if men could just be persuaded to eliminate allegiances to man-made creeds, & erect their foundation of faith firmly & totally on an honest inquiry into “What saith the scripture?’, the world could cease talking about ecumenical movements for it would be “perfectly joined together in the same mind” (1 Corinthians 1:10).

The unfortunate tragedy of our age it that too few persons ever even ask the question: “What saith the scripture?”  Therefore, they never seek or search for the answer.  Until the Scriptures are recognized & accepted as the only standard of authority in religious matters, unity will remain “verbal idealism.”  Until the Holy Scriptures are honestly & accurately studied with a determined view toward tearing down the structures built upon the foundation of false doctrines, denominationalism will reign supreme & division will run rampant in the land.  Until the Scriptures become the dominating factor in the hearts of all religious leaders, there will never be “one church” unto which all nations are flowing (Isaiah 2:2).

The vital necessity of consistently asking the question, “What saith the Scriptures?” focuses attention on Moses’ admonition to Israel in Deuteronomy 6:7-8, where the Bible reads, “And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.  And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.”  If only this could be done regarding this destiny-determining question, “What saith the Scriptures?”  Let us seek an answer to this question as we look into several religious issues of our day.

What Saith The Scriptures About Sin?

The scriptures present sin as a condition which destroys the divine-human relationship.  Listen to your Bible!  In Isaiah 59:1-2, the Bible reads, “Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.”  Sin is presented as the basis of death.  Listen to your Bible!  In Romans 6:23, the Bible reads, “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Also, in Ezekiel 18:20, the Bible reads, “The soul that sinneth, it shall die…”  Sin is the most disastrous course any man can pursue.  It has ruined more lives, wrecked more homes, damned more souls, stripped men of more dignity, & caused more pain (mental and physical) than any other single force in the history of the world.  Every man’s major problem is sin; the national problem is sin; the world’s problem is sin, in that “all have sinned” (Romans 3:23).  The glorious news is that Jesus has come & He is, & has the cure for sin.  The glorious news is that Jesus has come & men need not remain in sin.  The glorious news is that Jesus has come & life need no longer be confusing, cursed, & complicated.  The glorious news is that Jesus has come & salvation is available to “all that obey Him” (Hebrews 5:9).

What Saith The Scriptures About Salvation?

Salvation (freedom from past sins, spiritual eternal life) is the greatest need of man & should be diligently sought by every man.  The unfortunate fact is that far too many people are not concerned about soul-salvation at all.  Salvation is available to “all who obey” (Hebrews 5:9), the Christ & His Gospel.  It is available to all who willingly believe & are baptized.  Listen to your Bible!  In Mark 16:16, the Bible reads, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”  A disastrous destiny awaits the majority because they have either ignored or rejected this unavoidable truth regarding salvation.  We need salvation, the salvation Jesus offers.  I need salvation, the world needs salvation.  However, in our quest to receive it, let us not forget to ask this question: “What Saith The Scriptures?” & be guided & governed to obey only that Scriptural answer.
