Doctrinally Faithful In Fellowship

As Christians, when it comes to Biblical doctrine, we must be faithful in what we teach and practice regarding fellowship.  What is fellowship?  Fellowship is the family feeling and partnership between Christians.  Fellowship is association, close relationship, participation with, and sharing with other members of the Lord’s church.  We experience fellowship when we share life events, commitment, trust, and understanding with other Christians.  Fellowship expresses like-mindedness.  Listen to your Bible!  In Philippians 2:1, the Bible reads, “If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”  Fellowship communicates acceptance.  Listen to your Bible!  In Galatians 2:9, the Bible reads, “And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.”  Fellowship helps other Christians to grow.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 2:42, the Bible reads, “And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.”  Fellowship encourages the sharing of the work of the church.  Listen to your Bible!  In 2 Corinthians 8:3-4, the Bible reads, “For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.”  Fellowship includes bad times as well as good.  Listen to your Bible!  In Philippians 3:8-11, the Bible reads, “Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.”  For us to be faithful in fellowship, we must not have fellowship with those who are in darkness (non-Christians & unfaithful Christians).

Psalms 94:20 * Ephesians 5:11 * 2 Corinthians 6:14 * 1 Corinthians 10:20
If we live in sin, then we do not have fellowship with God.  If we have fellowship with anyone who does not have fellowship with God, then God does not have fellowship with us because we are partakers in the works of darkness.

1 John 1:1-3 * 1 John 1:6 * 2 John 10-11
Fellowship is a spiritual association; it is a spiritual relationship; it is a spiritual sharing; it is a spiritual partnership.  Fellowship is not physical as in fellowship halls and/or kitchens.  Fellowship is not social as in food and drama.  Fellowship is not recreational as in sports teams, fun, and frolic.  There is no authority for physical, social, or recreational fellowship because there is no such thing as physical, social, and/or recreational fellowship.  Let us remain faithful and not waver in fellowship by having it with God and His people and not with darkness, or by reducing it to chicken dinners, church breakfasts, and ice cream socials.
If you are visiting with us & you have a Bible Question, then please feel free to submit your Bible Questions to Antoine Holloway (aholloway2002@yahoo.com).  Thanks!
