Bible Moments – August 26, 2010

Adding Charity
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.

We must add to our brotherly kindness charity.  Listen to your Bible!  In 1 John 4:7-8, the Bible reads, “Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.  He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”  Charity is love.  We must have an agape love for all men and not just some men or only the ones we like because they act like and agree with us.  “Agape is understanding, creative, redemptive good will for all men.  When we love on the agape level we love men not because we like them, not because their attitudes and ways appeal to us, but because God loves them.  Here we rise to the position of loving the person who does the evil deed while hating the deed he does.  Agape says you must go on with wise restraint and calm reasonableness, but you must keep moving.  Agape does not recognize value, but creates it.  Agape loves and imparts value by loving.  The man who is loved by God has not value in himself; what gives him value is precisely the fact that God loves him.  Agape is a willingness to go to any length to restore community.  It is an overflowing love which is purely spontaneous, unmotivated, groundless, and creative.  It is not set in motion by any quality or function of its object.  It is the love of God operating in the human heart.  Agape is disinterested love.  It is a love in which the individual seeks not his own good, but the good of his neighbor.  Agape does not begin by discriminating between worthy and unworthy people, or any qualities people possess.  It begins by loving others for their sakes.  It is an entirely “neighbor-regarding concern for others,” which discovers the neighbor in every man it meets.  Therefore, agape makes no distinction between friends and enemy; it is directed toward both.”  If the Christian can express this love for all men, then we will not sink back into the sea of sin and spiritual wickedness.

My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
