Pick Up The Pieces

Scriptural Text: John 6:1-14

We Need God To Satisfy Our Spiritual Hunger

These individuals hungered for something divine (John 6:1-2).  There was & still is a famine of truth in the land (Amos 8:11-12).  If we hunger after spiritual things & righteousness, then we shall be filled (Matthew 5:6).  We cannot fill this spiritual hunger on our own.  Philip’s solution of two hundred denarii (the wages of having worked 200 days) was not sufficient (John 6:7).  Andrew’s solution of a boy’s lunch was not sufficient by itself (John 6:8-9).  Only the Lord can eradicate this famine & satisfy this hunger (John 6:35).
God Can Use Us

Jesus used a lad’s lunch to feed 5,000 individuals (John 6:9-12).  If He can use a lad, then He can use us!  God used Noah to replenish the earth and he got drunk.  If He can use Noah with all his faults, then He can use us!  God used Abraham to become the father of many nations & he told a lie.  If He can use Abraham with all his faults, then He can use us!  God used Moses to deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage & he killed a man.  If He can use Moses with all his faults, then He can use us!  God used David to establish His kingdom forever & he committed adultery.  If He can use David with all his faults, then He can use us!  If God can use these men, even with all of their shortcomings, then God can use us, IF we do what these men did and allow God to use us His way.  When we submit ourselves to the Lord, He will fill us up with only the best.  What does He fill us with?

· We are filled with Joy and Peace (Romans 15:13).
· We are filled with The Fulness of God (Ephesians 3:19).
· We are filled with the fruits of righteousness (Philippians 1:11).

· When God does the pouring, we tend to be the ones who overflow (Psalms 23:5).

We Must Pick Up The Pieces.  But Why?

God does not want us to waste anything He has blessed us with, for wasting is a kin to slothfulness (Proverbs 18:9).  We are commanded not to be slothful (Hebrews 6:11-12).  The fragments in this text represent those who are spiritually lost.  Jesus came to pick up the pieces (Luke 19:10).  Jesus picked up the pieces that wanted to be picked up (John 17:12).  Notice the apostles were able to gather them up in 12 baskets.  My question is: “Why gather them in 12 baskets?”
· It is because the harvest is plenteous, but the labourers are few (Matthew 9:37).  There are many people who are lost, who need to be picked up by us, by the authority of God, and placed in His basket.  
· The 12 baskets represent the 12 apostles.  It was their specific commission to “pick up the pieces” of the world (Matthew 28:19).  
· It was through the apostles, Christ is going to make us one (John 17:20-21).  

· God is in the business of “picking up the pieces” & adding them to the church of which Christ & the apostles are the foundations (Ephesians 2:19-20 & Acts 2:47).

We need God to satisfy our spiritual hunger.  We will starve on this time side of life with Him in our lives.  No matter what we have been through or what we have done in our past, God can still use us to pick up the pieces, not only in our lives, but to save those who are currently outside of Christ.
