The Spirit Of Worship

John 4:24 - “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
What Is Worship?

Worship is defined as “homage rendered to God, in which it is sinful (idolatry) to render such worship to any created being.” We are to worship God only and not the devil (Matthew 4:8-10).  We are to worship God only and not man (Acts 10:25-26).  We are to worship God only and not an idol god (Acts 19:26-27).  We are to worship God in the flesh, who is Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:9).

Our worship to God must be qualified, for it must be done in spirit and in truth.  By spirit, we are talking about the disposition and attitude in which we worship God.  Therefore, we are going to deal with how our attitudes and disposition must be in our worship to Almighty God.  

If we worship God in spirit, but not in truth, then we are not worshipping God the way He wants to be worshipped.  If we worship God in truth, but not in spirit, then we are not really worshipping God in truth.  Too many Christians are worshipping God in spirit, but not in truth, or they are worshipping God in truth, but not in spirit.  Both groups will miss out on heaven all because they have failed in their worship to God according to the dictates of the Bible with the proper attitude.  It is possible to worship God in spirit, but not in truth.  The Ethiopian eunuch is one who worshipped God in spirit, but not in truth.  He traveled all the way from Ethiopia to Jerusalem just to worship God, but he was not a Christian.  Therefore, he had the right attitude, but the wrong authority (Acts 8:27).

It is possible to worship God contrary to the law.  Paul was preaching the gospel in Corinth and when the Jews heard what Paul was preaching, they came together in one accord to bring judgment against Paul.  Why?  It is because they were accusing Paul of persuading men to worship God contrary to the law (Acts 18:12-13).  

It is even possible to worship God in truth, but not in spirit.  What does God call it when we attempt to worship Him in truth, but not in spirit?

Vain Worship

Vain worship means “To render obedience and reverence to God with no purpose (Matthew 15:7-9).”  We worship God in vain when we sing with no purpose (Ephesians 5:19).  We worship God in vain when we pray with no purpose (Matthew 6:7-8).  We worship God in vain when we preach with no purpose (1 Corinthians 15:14).  We worship God in vain when we give with no purpose (1 Corinthians 8:1-5).  We worship God in vain when we partake of the Lord’s Supper with no purpose (1 Corinthians 11:23-29).  Let us always be in pursuit of the proper purposes when worshiping God, so our homage to the Lord of glory is not in vain.

Ignorant Worship 

Ignorant worship means “To render obedience and reverence to God and not know the Scriptures as to why (Acts 17:23).”  Why do we sing the way we do?  Why do we pray the way we do?  Why do we preach the way we do?  Why do we give the way we do?  Why do we partake of the Lord’s Supper the way we do?  We must have authority for all we say & do (Colossians 3:17).

Will Worship 

Will worship means “To render self-imposed obedience and reverence to God through sanctimonious, arbitrary, and unwarranted piety (Colossians 2:20-23).”  When we are more concerned in fighting for the traditions & expediencies of men rather than defending & practicing the truth of God’s word, then we have engaged ourselves in will-worship & will perish with such things.  

For as long as God continues to give us the glorious privilege of worshiping Him, then let us take our celebration of Him for all He has done for us seriously.  Let us worship Him according to His will & not our own will.  Let us worship Him with knowledge & understanding, & not ignorantly.  Let our worship not be empty & vain before Him, but rather, let our worship to Him be filled with the spirit & the truth our Lord scripturally desires.  

