The Spirit Of Giving

Scriptural Text: 2 Corinthians 8:1-7

Paul never pulled any punches in writing to the churches.  Where he could commend, he commended.  Where a rebuke was needed, he did not fail to rebuke.  In writing to the church of Christ at Corinth, the apostle said some good things about the saints there, and then he called their attention to their shortcomings.  As Christians, we must understand that there is nothing wrong with criticisms, for as long as the criticism is accompanied with accolades.  Criticisms in the absence of accolades are never construction, but rather destructive.  These Christians have grown in their appreciation of the gospel.  They have improved much in their Christianity.  They excelled in virtue.  They had great faith.  They abounded in utterance.  They were clear in their knowledge of spiritual things.  They were diligent in their service.  They even loved the Lord’s preachers.  However, they lacked in one area at this point in their pilgrimage.  They lacked the grace of liberality.  This does mean they failed to think liberally or they failed to convert to liberal ways of doing things.  What this means is they did not meet the gracious and always obtainable expectations of the Savior in their giving to Him.  As Christians, we understand the importance of doing what the Scriptures teach, hence, we have a conservative view in reading His word, but if the Christian is ever called to be liberal in anything, then it ought to be in our giving back to Him.  We worship God by our giving.  We are living for the purposes of giving and we are giving so we can continue to live the abundant life only provided by Christ Jesus.  Let us answer some questions in an effort to increase our liberality in giving back to God.

Why Should Christians Give?

1. Christians should give because we are commanded to give (1 Corinthians 16:1).

2. Christians should give because God gives.  Everything belongs to the Lord, yet we have (Psalms 50:10-12 and Haggai 2:8).  Did not God give His Son to humanity for us to believe and have everlasting life (John 3:16)?

3. Christians should give because we owe God.  If God has saved us and changed our destiny and blessed us, don’t we owe Him something (Psalms 76:11)?

4. Christians should give because of what giving will do for us (Luke 6:38).

5. Christians should give because of the need of others (Acts 4:34-35)

Where And When Should Christians Give?

1. Christians are commanded to give every first day of the week with the saints for the saints (1 Corinthians 16:1).

How Much Should Christians Give?

1. Many in religion command a tithe (10% of one’s income), but this is under the old covenant and the Bible teaches us that if we bring back a piece of the law, then we must obey the whole law (James 2:10-11).  It further teaches that if we are justified by the law, we have fallen from grace (Galatians 5:4).  So, the tithe cannot and is not binding today.

2. Under the New Law, we are to give as we prosper (1 Corinthians 16:2).  If we prosper little, then we give little, but if we prosper much, then we give much.  The Bible teaches us in Hebrews 8:6, we have obtained a BETTER ministry by a BETTER mediator under a BETTER covenant, which provides BETTER promises.  If everything we have in Christ is BETTER, then shouldn’t we be BETTER givers than those under the Old Law, which required a tithe?  I believe Matthew 5:20 teaches we should.

How much do we love Jesus?  He gave all He had for us.  How much do we trust the Lord?  Obedience brings about everlasting promises now and forevermore.  If we will simply love God enough to give Him back a portion of all He has done for us, then we will never regret having done so.  Let us give to live so we can live to give!  
