
What You Don’t Know Can Hurt You: So Know It 
 
“2 Corinthians 2:11 - Lest Satan should get an advantage of us: for we are not ignorant 
of his devices.” 
 
“2 Thessalonians 1:7-8 - And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
This is applicable to the Christian as well as the non-Christian.  The Christian cannot be ignorant to 
sin & the non-Christian cannot be ignorant to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  If the Christian is ignorant 
to sin, then the wages of sin is spiritual death (Romans 6:23).  If the non-Christian is ignorant to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, then the payment is also spiritual death (Romans 1:16). 
  
Knowledge is understanding.  Ignorance is a lack of knowledge or understanding.  Therefore, 
knowledge is the opposite of ignorance.  Ignorance does not mean an individual is stupid, but it is 
derived from the root word “ignore,” which means, “to disregard.”  If we are ignorant to something 
or about something, then it is because we have no knowledge of the issue.  The reason we have no 
knowledge of the issue is because we chose to disregard it.  The Bible constantly teaches against 
ignorance & promotes knowledge as an essential part of our lives & most importantly salvation. 
  
According to the dictates of the Bible, God is not going to accept ignorance as an excuse in the last 
day.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 17:30-31, the Bible reads, “And the times of this ignorance 
God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: Because he hath 
appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raised him from the dead.”  There was a time in which God overlooked our ignorance, but now, 
we are living in an age in which this is no longer the case.  Many want to suggest God’s grace covers 
all our sins, ignorance, & misunderstandings, but again this is not the case.  God’s grace covers all 
our repented sins.  Our ignorance of sin is not going to help us before God.  So, it is best we no 
longer remain in ignorance & we get an understanding.  Listen to your Bible!  In Proverbs 4:7, the 
Bible reads, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting 
get understanding.”  The Bible does not teach for us to get a misunderstanding, but rather 
understanding.  Furthermore, if the command in Acts 17:30-31 is to repent, then this suggests we 
need to KNOW what we are repenting of.  This requires we receive knowledge in order to accomplish 
this goal. 
  
What You Don’t Know CAN Hurt You!  If I Know It & Do Nothing, Then It Will Hurt Me.  If 

I Don’t Know It, Then It Will Still Hurt Me.  So, I Might As Well Know It! 
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