
Elders: 
Rufus Barfield * Donnie McDaniel 

Deacons: 
Paul Byas * Chris Gorham * Antoine Holloway  

Michael Myrick * Sheldon Smith 

Evangelist: 
Antoine Holloway 

Worship Times: 
Sunday Bible Study/9:30AM  Sunday Morning Worship/10:30AM 
Sunday Evening Worship/6:00PM Wednesday Bible Study/7:30PM  

Meetings: 
Monday Sermon Recap                       Saturday Discipleship Class 
December 5

th
 @ 7:00pm   December 10

th
 @ 9:00am 

Elders/Deacons Meeting                          Women’s Thursday Bible Study 
January 8

th
 @ 5:00pm    March 15

th
 @ 7:00pm 

2012 Spring Gospel Meeting w/ Albert Dickson of Cincinnati, Ohio 
April 12

th
-15

th
, 2012 

2012 Vacation Bible School – Theme: TBA 
June 18

th
-22

nd
, 2012 – Speaker: Brandon Trout of Severn, Maryland 

2012 Summer Lectureship – Remaining Faithful & Enabled For The Ministry 

August 1
st
-5

th
, 2012 

Prayer Requests (Continuing Health Problems) 
Andrew Madison * Bruce McDonald * Isaac Parker * Lewis & Ann Wise 

Prayer Request (Unable To Attend Services Here) 
Anne Harrison * Steven Chung * John Okonkwo * Angelita Dillon * Carlos 

Vargas * Ruth Branson * Bruce McDonald 

Prayer Request (Traveling) 
Thelma Findley 

Prayer Requests 

 Albert Dickson’s father in law passed away on last Tuesday. 

 Keith Barclay (Evangelist-Normal, Illinois) was diagnosed with cancer. 
Additional Announcements 

 We have new sisters in Christ.  On Sunday, November 27
th
, Terri, 

Brittini, & Paige Hawkins were baptized into Christ.  Welcome! 

 On Sunday, November 27
th
, Beth Johnson placed membership with the 

Wildercroft congregation.  Welcome to Wildercroft. 
Contribution & Attendance Figures 

November 27
th

 
 
             $4,066-Contribution   120-Attendance 

November 20
th

 
 
             $3,599-Contribution   127-Attendance 

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 
Hear The Gospel (Acts 15:7) * Believe In Jesus (Acts 8:12) * Repent Of 

Our Sins (Acts 3:19) * Confess Christ To Be The Son Of God (Acts 8:37) 
* Be Baptized In Water (Acts 22:16) * Remain Faithful (Acts 2:42) 

TODAY’S DATE: December 4, 2011 

 

 
6330 Auburn Avenue 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
(301) 474-7460 

www.wildercroftcoc.org 
Call BIBLE MOMENTS 

(301) 345-1245 
Currently Under Construction…Thank You 

For Your Patience. 

 

“A Going Church For A Coming Lord” – Romans 16:16 

http://www.wildercroftcoc.org/


Leadership Through Pastoring – Part 1 
 

Psalms 23:1-6 – “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He 
makes me lie down in green pastures.  He leads me beside still 
waters.  He restores my soul.  He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake.  Even though I walk through 
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are 
with me; your road & your staff, they comfort me.  You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 
head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness & mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life, & I shall dwell in the house of the 
Lord forever.” 
 

At the very least, an Elder in the Lord’s church is called upon to be a pastor 

to the flock; a shepherd to the sheep.  If he is not a pastor to the flock, then 
how can he effectively lead God’s people?    It is through shepherding Elders 

serve God’s people in the area of leadership.   
 

What Does It Mean To Be A Pastor To The Flock? 
 
A pastor is an individual who herds, guards, leads, feeds, & tends sheep.  An 

Elder or a man desiring eldership should look no further than Jesus for their 
example of a pastor/shepherd.  In John 10:11-14, Jesus identifies Himself 

as the good shepherd.  In Matthew 18:10-14, Jesus talks about the role 
of the shepherd.  The shepherd is to seek & save the lost.  The shepherd 

has a “no sheep left behind” mentality.  An Elder must have a “no soul left 

behind” disposition.  An Elder must be willing to lay down himself for the 
salvation of God’s people.  In order for a man to serve as an Elder 

scripturally, he must be a pastor to the flock; a shepherd to the sheep.  If a 
man is unable & unwilling to lead, feed, herd, & guard God’s church, then 

he is unqualified to serve as an Elder. 

 
Why Does An Elder Have To Be A Pastor To The Flock?   

 
The very nature of his Biblical responsibilities demands it.  An Elder has the 

responsibility to feed the flock (Acts 20:28 & 1 Peter 5:2).  An Elder has 
the responsibility to lead the flock (1 Timothy 5:17, Hebrews 13:7, & 

Hebrews 13:17).  An Elder has the responsibility to oversee the flock 

(Acts 20:28).  An Elder has the responsibility to intercede for the flock (1 
Timothy 4:14 & James 5:14-16).  An Elder has the responsibility to be 

an example to the flock (1 Peter 5:3). 
 

 

 

Why Does The Church Need Elders? 
 
The people of God are identified as sheep (Psalms 100:3).  Sheep need to 

be led, fed, & guarded.  Sheep are dumb animals.  Sheep are timid animals.  
Sheep are weak animals.  Sheep are submissive animals.  Sheep are easily 

swayed & led.  As sheep, we recognized our need for the good Shepherd & 

the good Shepherd authorizes His people to be led by Elders.   
 

What Happens To The Church If An Elder Is Not A Pastor To The 
Flock? 
 
 The church’s spiritual & benevolent needs will not be met (Psalms 23:1 

& Philippians 4:19). 

 The church will have chronic restlessness due to a lack of spiritual peace 

& spiritual food (Psalms 23:2, Luke 12:24, Psalms 37:25, & 

Matthew 11:28-30). 
 The church will be weak in the area of righteousness because the 

training from leadership is either poor or non-existent (Psalms 23:2, 

Matthew 5:6, & 2 Timothy 3:16). 
 Christians will stray from the Lord & never be heard of again because 

restoration is not the priority (Psalms 23:3, James 1:21, & 1 Peter 

1:22).  Souls need to be established, saved, & purified. 

 The church will be led astray.  Sheep have poor vision, for they can only 

look down.  So, how does the shepherd lead them?  The sheep follows 
the voice & the steps of the shepherd (Psalms 23:3, John 10:4-5, 1 

Peter 2:21, & Psalms 119:133).  This is why Elders need to be 
qualified to lead. 

 The church will be abandoned when they need leadership the most 

(Psalms 23:4, Hebrews 13:5, & Matthew 28:20). 
 The church will experience defeat & comfortlessness due to an 

onslaught of enemies from within & without (Psalms 23:4).  The 

church will have many moments of being unguarded by those assigned 

to be watchmen. 
 The church will not see the need to remain faithful to God because they 

will become blind to His goodness & mercy (Psalms 23:5-6). 

 
This is why leadership is needed in pastoring.  Do you have the desire to 

lead?  If so, then start feeding & looking out for the best spiritual interest of 

your brethren; “Obey your leaders & submit to them, for they are 
keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an 

account.  Let them do this with joy & not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage to you” (Hebrews 13:17). 

 

- Antoine N. Holloway   


