
Elders: 
Rufus Barfield * Donnie McDaniel 

Deacons: 
Paul Byas * Chris Gorham * Antoine Holloway  

Michael Myrick * Sheldon Smith 

Evangelist: 
Antoine Holloway 

Worship Times: 
Sunday Bible Study/9:30AM  Sunday Morning Worship/10:30AM 
Sunday Evening Worship/6:00PM Wednesday Bible Study/7:30PM  

Meetings: 
Monday Sermon Recap                       Saturday Discipleship Class 
February 13

th
 @ 7:00pm   February 18

th
 @ 9:00am 

Elders/Deacons Meeting                          Women’s Thursday Bible Study 
February 12

th
 @ 5:00pm   March 15

th
 @ 7:00pm 

2012 Spring Gospel Meeting w/ Albert Dickson of Cincinnati, Ohio 
April 12

th
-15

th
, 2012 

2012 Vacation Bible School – Theme: TBA 
June 18

th
-22

nd
, 2012 – Speaker: Brandon Trout of Severn, Maryland 

2012 Summer Lectureship – Remaining Faithful & Enabled For The Ministry 

August 1
st
-5

th
, 2012 

Prayer Requests (Continuing Health Problems) 
Andrew Madison * Bruce McDonald * Latrice Morrison * Isaac Parker * Scott 

Turney * Lewis & Ann Wise 

Prayer Request (Unable To Attend Services Here) 
Anne Harrison * Steven Chung * Angelita Dillon * Carlos Vargas * Bruce 

McDonald 

Prayer Request (Traveling) 
The Barfield Family 

Prayer Requests 

 Joann Harrison is recovering from pneumonia. 

 Isaac Parker is on 2 weeks bed-rest. 
Additional Announcements 

 Please look at the directory.  If your entry is incomplete (Name, Address, 
Birthday, Anniversary, Home Phone, Cell Phone, Email, & Photo), then 
please let Antoine Holloway know ASAP.  Thanks. 

Contribution & Attendance Figures 
January 29

th
  

 
             $4,470-Contribution   137-Attendance 

January 22
nd

  
 
             $4,490-Contribution   136-Attendance 

 WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 
Hear The Gospel (Acts 15:7) * Believe In Jesus (Acts 8:12) * Repent Of 

Our Sins (Acts 3:19) * Confess Christ To Be The Son Of God (Acts 8:37) 
* Be Baptized In Water (Acts 22:16) * Remain Faithful (Acts 2:42) 

TODAY’S DATE: February 5, 2012 

 

 
6330 Auburn Avenue 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
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“A Going Church For A Coming Lord” – Romans 16:16 

http://www.wildercroftcoc.org/


The Concept Of Discipleship: Identifying 
With The Purposes Of Christ 

   
What is the heart of true discipleship?  What was the process of 
Jesus’ purpose?  What is the Christian’s purpose?  What is the cross, 
which we must bear?  What are we doing when we dodge God’s will 
& purpose for our lives?  Being a disciple of Jesus Christ also means 
walking in step with His purposes for our lives. The important 
principle here is Christ's will for us is very closely tied to God the 
Father's will for Him. There was a cross in Jesus' life, & He calls us to 
take our cross as we follow Him. Listen to your Bible! In Mark 8:34, 
the Bible reads, "And he called to him the crowd with his 
disciples & said to them, If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself & take up his cross & follow me." Our "cross" 
involves total self-denial, even to the point of death, & a willingness 
to suffer for the name of Christ.  
   
Matthew 16:13-20 is a very familiar passage of scripture of those 
among "churches of Christ," for it is in these scriptures Peter makes 
the confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
Also, we read in verse 18, Christ promised to build the church. This 
was Christ's purpose, but His purpose was a process. The purposes 
of Christ were to live a godly life, teach others how to live a godly 
life, teach others about salvation & how to obtain it, to suffer many 
things, & to build a place of safety for His disciples. In verse 21, 
Jesus reveals His purpose for suffering. However, in verse 22, Peter 
rebuked Jesus & in verse 23, Jesus rebuked Peter. Peter rebuked 
Jesus because Peter did not want Jesus to fulfill this purpose, for this 
purpose brought about pain. However, Jesus rebuked Peter because 
Peter was being used by Satan & had become an offence to Jesus, 
for Peter was not mindful of the things of God, but rather the things 
of men. In other words, Peter did not identify with the purpose of 
Christ. Peter's purpose was different from Christ's purpose. Peter 
probably realized that if persecution & death were in store for his 
Lord, what could that mean for him & the others, except persecution 
& death too? As Christians, when we try to dodge God's will, then 
this means we are cooperating with the devil.  
   

As Christians, we are oftentimes caught in what we call conflicting 
interests - our natural & human desires for self-preservation versus 
God's plan of redemption. This reminds me of the story about a 
woman who answered the door one day to find a sad-looking man 
standing there. He said, "I'm sorry to disturb you, but I'm collecting 
money for one of your neighbors who's having a hard time. The 
family is about to be evicted if they don't pay three months' worth of 
back rent. We don't want to see this family lose their home, do we?" 
The woman replied, "Oh my, no. I'll be glad to help. Let me get my 
checkbook. By the way, are you this man's preacher?" "No, I'm his 
landlord." This is a conflict of interest! As disciples of Jesus Christ, we 
are often faced with a conflict between what God wants & what we 
want, especially if there is suffering & trial involved in God's purpose 
for us. Serving God may include suffering, but trying to dodge His will 
& take the easy way means teaming up with Satan.  
   
The purpose is to follow Christ to glory, by any scriptural means 
necessary. This is the heart of true discipleship; denying our own 
self-interest & following God’s interests when the two are in conflict. 
A person who is carrying a cross is on a one-way road to death, but 
when we are committed to follow Christ & die to ourselves, that's 
when we begin to experience life. Listen to your Bible! In Matthew 
16:24-27, the Bible reads, "Then Jesus told his disciples, If 
anyone would come after me, let him deny himself & take up 
his cross & follow me.  For whoever would save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  For 
what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world & 
forfeits his life?  Or what shall a man give in return for his 
life?  For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in 
the glory of his Father, & then he will repay each person 
according to what he has done.”  Hence, a disciple is someone 
who follows Christ even when that path points to the cross.  
   
God gets excited when He sees us respond to Him with love & trust.  
When we identify with God & His purposes, He is not afraid to put His 
promises on the line & identify with us in terms of pledging Himself 
to keep His word on our behalf. 
 

- Antoine N. Holloway   


