
Elders: 
Rufus Barfield * Dan Jackson * Donnie McDaniel 

Deacons: 
Paul Byas * Chris Gorham * Rhett Moeller * Michael Myrick * Sheldon Smith 

Evangelist: 
Antoine Holloway 

Worship Times: 
Sunday Bible Study/9:30AM  Sunday Morning Worship/10:30AM 
Sunday Evening Worship/6:00PM Wednesday Bible Study/7:30PM  

Meetings: 
Men’s Leadership Class                       Saturday Evangelism Class 
September 22

nd
 @ 9:00am   September 8

th
 @ 9:00am 

Elders/Deacons Meeting                          Women’s Thursday Bible Study 
September 2

nd
 @ 5:00pm     September 20

th
 @ 7:00pm 

2012 Fall Gospel Meeting w/ Philip Mullins of Ashburn, Virginia 
October 11

th
-14

th
, 2012 

2013 Spring Gospel Meeting w/ Ethan Longhenry of Venice, California 
April 18

th
-21

st
, 2013 

2013 Vacation Bible School w/ David Graham of Cincinnati, Ohio 
June 17

th
-21

st
, 2013 

THEME: TBA 

Prayer Requests (Health Problems & Sick Presently) 
Thelma Findley * JoAnn Harrison * Andrew Madison * Bruce McDonald * 

Janet Ostroff * Isaac Parker * Lewis & Anne Wise 

Prayer Request (Unable To Attend Services Here) 
Anne Harrison * Steven Chung * Carlos Vargas 

Prayer Request (Traveling) 
Ruth Branson * The Foreman Family * The Long Family 

Additional Announcements 
 WELCOME to the Leapart Family (William & Joyce) who placed 

membership with Wildercroft on August 19
th
. 

 Due to the increase in size of the current Deaconship, the evangelistic 
vision of the Eldership, & the need to focus on the specific work of the 
Evangelist, Antoine Holloway is no longer serving as a Deacon here at 
Wildercroft. 

 Annandale COC Gospel Meeting – October 5
th

-7
th

 w/ Chuck Durham 
 Southwest COC Gospel Meeting – October 21

st
-23

rd
 w/ Jesse Bartley 

Contribution & Attendance Figures 
August 19

th
        

 
         $5,913-Contribution    133-Attendance 

August 12
th

        
 
         $3,764-Contribution    144-Attendance 

WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED? 
Hear The Gospel (Acts 15:7) * Believe In Jesus (Acts 8:12) * Repent Of 

Our Sins (Acts 3:19) * Confess Christ To Be The Son Of God (Acts 8:37) 
* Be Baptized In Water (Acts 22:16) * Remain Faithful (Acts 2:42) 

TODAY’S DATE: August 26, 2012 

 

 
6330 Auburn Avenue 

Riverdale, Maryland 20737 
(301) 474-7460 

www.wildercroftcoc.org 
Call BIBLE MOMENTS 

(301) 345-1240 
Updated This Week By Calvin Mitchell 

 

“A Going Church For A Coming Lord, Which Does  

All The Lord Authorizes” – Romans 16:16 

http://www.wildercroftcoc.org/


The Prodigal Son 
 

In Luke 15:11-32, Jesus uses a parable to emphasize the need for a lost 
soul to return to the heavenly Father.  What is a parable?  A parable is an 

earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  He dealt with several important 

areas: 1) Rebellion – This parable starts with the young son rebelling 
against his father, 2) Riotous Living – The rebellious son is the one engaged 

in riotous living.  This is why this parable is referenced mainly as “The 
Parable Of The Prodigal Son.”  To be prodigal means to be extravagantly 

wasteful.  This is what riotous living does.  Throughout the Scriptures, the 
message is still the same, “Living in sin never satisfies.  3) Repentance – 

The rebellious son who was living riotously saw his mistake & repented.  He 

stopped being rebellious & ceased living riotously.  He came to himself & 
returned to the father.  4) Restoration – The son restored his relationship 

with his father.  He never stopped being the father’s son, but through his sin 
he separated himself from his father, moved out of his father’s house, & 

lived according to his will & not the father’s will.  For this reason, he needed 

to be restored.  The father did not run away, but it was the son who was 
the runaway & needed to come home.  5) Rejection – It is sad that a story 

of redemption ends with a scene of rejection.  The son who stayed home 
became angry at the love shown by the father to his prodigal brother.  Yet 

Jesus, still teaches in this parable how rejoicing should be the inevitable 
result of one returning to Him.  There are 6 points in this parable that would 

help us understand the message of the Savior. 

 
The Selfish Son (Luke 15:11-12) 
The story begins with a certain man who had two sons.  Luke 15:11-24 
talks about the first son.  This son can be described as selfish.  The word 

“selfish” is defined as “devoted to or caring only for oneself; concerned 

primarily with one's own interests, benefits, welfare, etc., regardless of 
others.”  What made this son selfish was that he wanted his share of the 

inheritance now.  He was only thinking about himself.  He had no concern 
for his father, or his brother. 

 

The Sinful Son (Luke 15:13-14) 
This selfish son can easily be identified as the sinful son, for selfishness is 

sin (Philippians 2:3).  We must have the mind of Christ (Philippians 
2:5).  He was void of selfishness & it must not be named among us.  

Through selfishness, he began wasting his inheritance & quickly, he went 
from “waste” to “want.”  As Christians, we must understand that if we sow 

in sin, then we will reap in sorrow (Galatians 6:7-8).   

 
 

The Sorrowing Son (Luke 15:15-16) 
Sin leads to sorrow, for the consequences are just & painful.  As the parable 
continues, the once rich younger son became a victim of sin & chance, for a 

famine hit the land (Ecclesiastes 9:11).  He is now humbled through 
hunger.  He had to work for a farmer & feed pigs.  He became increasingly 

hungry, but no one gave him anything to eat.  With his money gone, his 

friends were gone too.  They were nowhere to be found to rescue him in his 
time of need (Proverbs 25:19). 

 
The Sensible Son (Luke 15:17-19) 
This part of the parable brings us hope in applying Proverbs 22:6.  This 
young man was taught better & knew better.  Yes, he did things his own 

way for a while, but having been taught the way, he had something to 

remember.  The son came to himself, meaning that he came to his senses.  
He was hungry in the world, but never experienced hunger in his father’s 

house.  So, the son was resolved to leave the farmer’s house & return to the 
father’s house.  Nevertheless, he had to resign within himself that he was no 

longer worthy to be called a son.   

 
The Sympathy Shown (Luke 15:20-24) 
The father of this young man showed great sympathy for his son.  He could 
have scolded him, but the consequences of his riotous living were 

punishment enough.  So, the father had compassion, for he ran to meet 
him, embraced him, & kissed him.  The son confessed his sins before the 

father & the father expressed his concern by celebrating his son’s return.   

 
The Stubborn Son (Luke 15:25-32) 
Luke 15:11-24 would have us believing that the older son was the total 
opposite of the younger son.  After all, we hear nothing about selfishness, 

sin, or sorrow regarding him.  He must have been sensible, for he did not 

follow his younger brother into carnality.  Yet Luke 15:25-32 will describe 
in detail, the sin of stubbornness.  The older brother heard rejoicing as he 

drew nigh unto the house.  The people were rejoicing because the lost son 
has come home.  However, the older brother did not know this, for this 

reason, he made a request of one of the servants.  This servant gave the 

report.   As a result of this news, the older son became bitter & jealous.  
This is the same spirit of rebellion that was bound up in the younger brother 

when the parable began.  The father lovingly explained the joy of reinstating 
a lost son.  As Christians, we must get into the habit of rejoicing when a 

sinner repents, regardless of a person’s past life.  God has forgiven them & 
so should we.  There is rejoicing in heaven when a sinner repents (Luke 
15:10).  If a person wastes his life, don’t be critical, but show God’s love & 

compassion toward that person in an effort to bring this soul to repentance 

(Romans 2:4).     - Antoine N. Holloway 


