
Salvation is Absolutely by Faith
But not by faith alone!



Jud 1:3 NASB Beloved, while I was making every effort to write you 

about our common salvation, I felt the necessity to write to you 

appealing that you contend earnestly for the faith which was once for 

all handed down to the saints.

Eph 4:4-6 ESV There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were 

called to the one hope that belongs to your call— (5) one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism,  (6) one God and Father of all, who is over all and 

through all and in all.

1Co 1:10 ESV I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, 

but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.



Jas 2:24 NASB You see that a man is justified 

by works and not by faith alone.

Justified: δικαιόω, dik-ah-yo'-o: to render (that is, show or regard as) 

just or innocent: - free, justify (-ier), be righteous.

This is the only time faith and alone are ever mentioned 

together in the entire Bible!

James 2:24 (NIV) You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone.



So why do people believe the exact (180) 
opposite of what the Bible says?

1. It’s easy

2. If people hear a lie enough it becomes true to them
1. Taught wrongly  

3. Poor reading comprehension skills/Lack of attention to detail (inaccurate)
1. 2Ti 2:15 NASB  Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to 

be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

4. Afraid of because being called a heretic by protestant preachers and theologians

5. Stubbornness/Arrogance/Pride (must win the argument)
1. Willful ignorance/Intellectual dishonesty

2. Read the Bible with an agenda

3. Be careful because:
1. Mat 12:36-37 ESV  I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, (37)  for by your words 

you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned."



At the same time Salvation is neither merited or earned:

Luk 17:10 NASB  "So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded 

you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have 

done.'"

You must believe salvation is earned!
(Typical silly strawman attack)

Example:
Half way through the semester, All students in a class have been such 
terrible students that if they got 100% on every remaining assignment, 
the best grade they possibly could earn or merit is an F.



Jas 2:14 NASB What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can 

that faith save him?

Jas 2:15-26 NASB If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  (16) and one 

of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and be filled," and yet you do not give them what is 

necessary for their body, what use is that?  (17) Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by 

itself.  (18) But someone may well say, "You have faith and I have works; show me your faith 

without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works."  (19) You believe that God is one. You 

do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  (20) But are you willing to recognize, you foolish 

fellow, that faith without works is useless?  (21) Was not Abraham our father justified by works 

when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?  (22) You see that faith was working with his works, 

and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;  (23) and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, 

"AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS," 

and he was called the friend of God. (24) You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith 

alone.  (25) In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 

messengers and sent them out by another way?  (26) For just as the body without the spirit is dead, 

so also faith without works is dead.



Logical Impossibility/Contradiction
The scriptures cannot be broken!

1. If we are saved by faith alone then neither Jesus, His Apostles 
should ever state than man has to do something to be saved.  
Otherwise they would be heretics.

2. Alone excludes everything else!

3. If Jesus, his apostles or prophets ever state that something else, in 
addition to faith, is needed for salvation then faith alone is 
unequivocally and absolutely proven false by laws of reason
• At least to any intellectually honest person



Cause and Effect

Example 1

If A happens, then consequently B happens

Example 2

If A and(+) B happens, the consequently C happens

A Child in elementary school can understand this!



Logical Impossibility/Contradiction example

Mar 16:16 ESV Whoever believes and is baptized will be 

saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.

Act 2:38 ESV And Peter said to them, "Repent and be 

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.



Logical Impossibility/Contradiction example

• And is logically equivalent to (+) therefore:

1+1=2 
(My 3 year old son knows this!)



Logical Impossibility/Contradiction example

• And is logically equivalent to (+) therefore:

 1

𝐵𝑒𝑙𝑖𝑒𝑓

+  1

𝑅𝑒𝑝𝑒𝑛𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒

+  1

𝐵𝑎𝑝𝑡𝑖𝑠𝑚

= 3

Believe (John 3:16): πιστεύω, pist-yoo'-o:to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a 

person or thing), that is, credit; by implication to entrust (especially one’s spiritual 
well being to Christ): - believe (-r), commit (to trust), put in trust with.

Repent (Acts 2:38): μετανοέω, met-an-o-eh'-o: to think differently or afterwards, 
that is, reconsider (morally to feel compunction): - repent.



GOD CANNOT LIE!

Tit 1:2 ESV in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, 

promised before the ages began

1Pe 2:22 ESV He committed no sin, neither was deceit found 

in his mouth.

Also see Num 23:19



What if we could directly ask Jesus “What 
must I do to inherit eternal Life” (1)

Mar 10:17-21 ESV And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt 
before him and asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
(18) And Jesus said to him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good except God 
alone. (19) You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, Do not commit 
adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father 
and mother.'" (20) And he said to him, "Teacher, all these I have kept from my 
youth." (21) And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, "You lack one 
thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven; and come, follow me.“

6 + 1 = 7



What if we could directly ask Jesus “What 
must I do to inherit eternal Life” (2)

Luk 10:25-28 ESV And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to 

the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal 

life?" (26) He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How 

do you read it?" (27) And he answered, "You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as 

yourself." (28) And he said to him, "You have answered 

correctly; do this, and you will live."



There are only 3 possible ways to explain this
(if you are intellectually honest)

1. Jesus deceived both of these men, which makes Jesus liar

2. Jesus does not know God’s plan of salvation (Maybe our 
savior needs doctrinal corrections protestant 
theologians)

3. Jesus taught that man is justified by works and not faith 
alone



Narrow Gate

Luk 13:23-24 ESV And someone said to him, "Lord, will those who are 

saved be few?" And he said to them,  (24) "Strive to enter through the 

narrow door. For many, I tell you, will seek to enter and will not be able.

Strive: ἀγωνίζομαι, ag-o-nid'-zom-ahee: to struggle, literally (to compete

for a prize), figuratively (to contend with an adversary), or generally (to 

endeavor to accomplish something): - fight, labor fervently, strive.



Does Jesus or his apostles demand obedience 
or keeping his commandments for salvation?

Mat 7:21-23 ESV "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one 

who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. (22) On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?' (23)

And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.'

Act 5:32 NASB "And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those 

who obey Him."

Joh 3:35-36 ESV The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand.  (36) Whoever believes in the 

Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

Joh 8:51 ESV Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death."

1Pe 1:22 ESV Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one 

another earnestly from a pure heart,  

Heb 5:9 ESV And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him,

Obedience is Faith! (From God’s perspective)



Does Jesus or his apostles demand obedience 
or keeping his commandments for salvation?

Joh 15:5-10 ESV I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears 

much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (6) If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a 

branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. (7) If you abide in me, and 

my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. (8) By this my Father is glorified, 

that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. (9) As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. 

Abide in my love. (10) If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 

commandments and abide in his love.

1Pe 4:17-18 ESV For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, what will 

be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God?  (18) And "If the righteous is scarcely saved, what 

will become of the ungodly and the sinner?"

2Th 1:7-9 ESV and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from 

heaven with his mighty angels  (8) in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 

those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (9) They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, 

away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,

Obedience is Faith! (From God’s perspective)



What does it mean to love God?

Joh 16:26-27 ESV In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say 

to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; (27) for the Father 

himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I 

came from God.

1Jn 5:3 ESV For this is the love of God, that we keep his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.

Joh 14:23-24 ESV Jesus answered him, "If anyone loves me, he will 

keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him 

and make our home with him. (24) Whoever does not love me does not 

keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father's 

who sent me.



What about the Prophet Ezekiel?

Eze 33:8-9 ESV If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not 

speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, 

but his blood I will require at your hand.  (9) But if you warn the wicked to turn from his 

way, and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have 

delivered your soul

Eze 33:14-17 ESV Again, though I say to the wicked, 'You shall surely die,' yet if he turns from 

his sin and does what is just and right,  (15) if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what 

he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely 

live; he shall not die. (16) None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered 

against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live. (17) "Yet your people 

say, 'The way of the Lord is not just,' when it is their own way that is not just.  



On Judgment day, what will we be judge by?
2Co 5:9-11 ESV So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please 

him.  (10) For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 

one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.

(11) Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade others. But what we are is 

known to God, and I hope it is known also to your conscience.

Joh 5:28-29 ESV Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in 

the tombs will hear his voice (29) and come out, those who have done good to the 

resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.

1Pe 1:17 NASB If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to 

each one's work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth;



On Judgment day, what will we be judge by?

Rev 20:12-15 ESV And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 

before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 

opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what 

was written in the books, according to what they had done.  (13) And 

the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the 

dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, 

according to what they had done.  (14) Then Death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  

(15) And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, 

he was thrown into the lake of fire.



On Judgment day, what will we be judge by?
Mat 25:31-46 ESV "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his 

glorious throne. (32) Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. (33) And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.

(34) Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. (35) For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 

you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, (36) I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' (37) Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did 

we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? (38) And when did we see you a stranger and 

welcome you, or naked and clothe you? (39) And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' (40) And the 

King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.'

(41) "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 

and his angels. (42) For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, (43) I was a 

stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'

(44) Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick 

or in prison, and did not minister to you?' (45) Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not 

do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' (46) And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life."



Is endurance Required?

Rev 2:7 ESV He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the 

paradise of God.'

Rev 2: 10 ESV Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about 

to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will 

have tribulation. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.

Mat 10:22 ESV and you will be hated by all for my name's sake. But the one who 

endures to the end will be saved.

Heb 3:14 ESV For we have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 

confidence firm to the end.



Is confessing Christ required?

Mat 10:32-33 ESV So everyone who acknowledges me before 

men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in 

heaven, (33) but whoever denies me before men, I also will 

deny before my Father who is in heaven.

2Ti 2:12 ESV if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we 

deny him, he also will deny us;



Is any personal holiness required for salvation?

Heb 12:14-15 ESV Strive for peace with everyone, and for the 

holiness without which no one will see the Lord.  (15) See to it 

that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no "root of 

bitterness" springs up and causes trouble, and by it many 

become defiled;



What about forgiving others, is that necessary 
to be saved?

Mat 6:14-15 ESV For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly 

Father will also forgive you, (15) but if you do not forgive others their 

trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Also see Mat 18:21-35 for necessity of forgiveness



Do we have to add anything to our faith to be 
saved?

1Ti 2:14-15 ESV and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a 

transgressor.  (15) Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith 

and love and holiness, with self-control.

2Pe 1:5-11 ESV For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with 
virtue, and virtue with knowledge,  (6) and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 
with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  (7) and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love.  (8) For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  (9) For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is 
blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.  (10) Therefore, 
brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice 
these qualities you will never fall.  (11) For in this way there will be richly provided for 
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.



But what about what Paul said about works?  
What kind of works was her referring to?  

He was referring to the works of the Law of Moses and/or works whereby man attempt to 
earn salvation (A person believes God owes salvation to them because of their works 
without the need for grace/mercy)

First let’s consider what Apostle Peter said about Paul’s writings

2Pe 3:14-17 NKJV Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be 

found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;  (15) and consider that the 

longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the 

wisdom given to him, has written to you,  (16) as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of 

these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable 

people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.  (17) You 

therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own 

steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;



Was Paul saved by faith alone?

Absolutely Not!
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Salvation of Paul
Act 9:3-6 ESV  Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.  (4)  And falling 
to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" (5)  And he said, "Who are you, Lord?" And he said, 
"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. (6)  But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do."

Note: Paul prayed for 3 days but was not saved (still in his sin’s) until he was baptized

Act 9:9-18 ESV And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. (10) Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 

Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." And he said, "Here I am, Lord."  (11) And the Lord said to him, "Rise and go to the 

street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, (12) and he has seen in a 

vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." (13) But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have 

heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at Jerusalem.  (14) And here he has authority from the chief 

priests to bind all who call on your name."  (15) But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name 

before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. (16) For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." (17)

So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the 

road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit."  (18) And immediately something 

like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized;

Act 22:12-16 ESV "And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, well spoken of by all the Jews who lived there,  (13) came to me, 

and standing by me said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' And at that very hour I received my sight and saw him.  (14) And he said, 

'The God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his mouth;  (15) for you will be a 

witness for him to everyone of what you have seen and heard.  (16) And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your 

sins, calling on his name.'



The controversy Paul was responding to was 
whether gentiles or anyone needed to be 
circumcised and or keep the Law of Moses to be 
saved.

Act 15:1-2 ESV But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless you are circumcised 

according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved." (2) And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension 

and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the 

apostles and the elders about this question.

Act 15:5-12 ESV But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, "It is necessary to 

circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses." (6) The apostles and the elders were gathered 

together to consider this matter.  (7) And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, 

"Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should 

hear the word of the gospel and believe.  (8) And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them 

the Holy Spirit just as he did to us,  (9) and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their 

hearts by faith.  (10) Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the 

disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear?  (11) But we believe that we will be saved through 

the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will." (12) And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas 

and Paul as they related what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles.



Was Paul’s solution for the gentiles should be 
saved by faith alone?

Absolutely Not!



Did Paul tell the gentiles to be saved by faith 
alone?

Act 15:27-29 ESV We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who themselves will tell 

you the same things by word of mouth.  (28) For it has seemed good to the Holy 

Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these requirements:  (29) that 

you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and from blood, and from what 

has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, 

you will do well. Farewell.“ Also see Act 15:19-20, Act 21:25  

1Co 7:19 NASB Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but what matters is the 

keeping of the commandments of God.

Gal 5:6 ESV For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, 

but only faith working through love.



Paul’s discussion of works in Romans and 
Galatians

Rom 3:26-30 ESV It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he 

might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  (27) Then what 

becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, 

but by the law of faith.  (28) For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works 

of the law.  (29) Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? 

Yes, of Gentiles also,  (30) since God is one—who will justify the circumcised by faith 

and the uncircumcised through faith.

Note:
Martin Luther falsely translated Rom 3:28 to say faith alone.  This has since been fixed in all translations but 
despite this, the false doctrine he created is still being taught



Paul’s discussion of works in Romans and 
Galatians

Rom 4:1-12 ESV What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?  (2) For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. (3) For what does the 

Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness."  (4) Now to the one who 

works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.  (5) And to the one who does not work but believes in 

him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, (6) just as David also speaks of the blessing 

of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  (7) "Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are 

forgiven, and whose sins are covered;  (8) blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin."  (9)

Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? For we say that faith was counted to 

Abraham as righteousness.  (10) How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised? 

It was not after, but before he was circumcised. (11) He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the 

righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. The purpose was to make him the father of all 

who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to them as well,  (12) and to make 

him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith 

that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.



Was Abraham saved by faith alone?

Absolutely Not!



Was Abraham saved by faith alone?

Gen 12:1-4 ESV Now the LORD said to Abram, "Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you.  (2) And I will 

make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 

you will be a blessing.  (3) I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors 

you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  (4) So 

Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Heb 11:8-9 ESV By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place 

that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he 

was going.  (9) By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, 

living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise.
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Explanation

Abraham was not justified by faith alone.  Paul, in Rom 4:3, is referring to Genesis 15:6 

but the above verse from Hebrews refers to Genesis 12, which happened first.  Abraham 

was already an obedient believer in God when he was given the promise of a son to 

believe in.  He had already been saved by and obedient faith.  This prove 2 things.  What 

Paul was demonstrating was that Abraham was saved by faith in God before/without 

circumcision or the Law of Moses. Secondly, it demonstrates the justification by faith is 

not a “believe one time and you are done” system.  It is continual and must be done to 

the end of your life.  Abraham was circumcised in Gen 17:24 at 99 years old. This was an 

amazing act of faith.  Also, remember that Abraham’s faith was tested again when he 

offered up Isaac in Gen 22:16-18.  If you don’t look at the timeline of Abraham life you 

can be mis-lead.  Secondly, when Paul, in Rom 4:4 speaks of the one who works he is 

speaking of the Jews following the Law of Moses for salvation and comparing them 

against the one who has faith in Christ.  There is no forgiveness in the Law of Moses.  It 

can only produce sin in the man who attempts to follow it.  This is spoken of in Gal 2 

below.



But what about the Titus 3:5?

Tit 3:5 ESV he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to 

his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,

Note: Washing of regeneration refers to baptism.  This is confirmed by the writing of 1st

and 2nd century Christians who interpreted this verse as baptism.  The best Scholars do as 

well.  See (http://www.truthmagazine.com/archives/volume34/GOT034331.html)

Washing: λουτρόν, loo-tron': a bath, that is, (figuratively) baptism: - washing.

This demonstrates that Baptism was not viewed as a work but something believer submits to, 

by faith.  In brazen ignorance, people try to use this verse to prove Baptism is not necessary 

because salvation is by faith alone.  I proves the exact opposite!  Below is another scripture 

which demonstrates the exact same concept.

http://www.truthmagazine.com/archives/volume34/GOT034331.html


But what about the Titus 3:5?

Gal 3:23-27 ESV Now before faith came, we were held captive under the 

law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.  (24) So then, 

the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be 

justified by faith. (25) But now that faith has come, we are no longer 

under a guardian,  (26) for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, 

through faith.  (27) For as many of you as were baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ.

Gal 3:23-27 ties in perfectly with Titus 3:5 in that it once again demonstrates that Baptism is a part 
of salvation by faith and certainly not considered a work of self righteousness



But what about Ephesian 2:8-9?

Eph 2:8-10 ESV For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  (9) not a result 

of works, so that no one may boast. (10) For we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 

prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

What then is Eph 2:8-9 saying?  Paul is saying that we are saved by grace and we do not merit
or earn our salvation by our good works.  Therefore we have nothing to boast about before 
God.  The only thing we earn is Hell, even with good works.  But work is still required.  That is 
consistent with the entirety of scripture.  But this verse neither proclaims or means salvation 
is by faith alone since that directly contradicts 100s of scriptures as has been thoroughly 
demonstrated here.



What other kind of things did Paul say that demonstrate 
he did not believe in a faith alone salvation?

Rom 2:6-8 ESV He will render to each one according to his works:  (7) to those who by patience in well-

doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;  (8) but for those who are self-

seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and fury.

Gal 6:7-9 ESV Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.  (8)

For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the 

Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.  (9) And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 

season we will reap, if we do not give up.

1Ti 4:16 ESV Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will 

save both yourself and your hearers.



Biblical Plan of Salvation

1Jn 1:9 ESV If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.

1. Hear the Gospel. (Romans 10:17, John 8:32)

2. Believe the Gospel (Hebrews 11:6, John 20:31)

3. Repent of past sins (Luke 13:3, Acts 17:30)

4. Confess faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10:10, Matthew 10:32)

5. Be Baptized (Galatians 3:27, Mark 16:16, Acts 2:38)

6. Be faithful unto death (Revelations 2:10)

http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Romans 10.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John 8.32
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Hebrews 11.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/John 20.31
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Luke 13.3
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts 17.30
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Romans 10.10
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Matthew 10.32
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Galatians 3.27
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Mark 16.16
http://biblia.com/bible/nasb95/Acts 2.38

