WAKE UP CALLS: “FROM” AND “TO” CHRISTIANS

Esther 4:14a - For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father's house shall be destroyed.
Mordecai commanded Esther to keep her identity secret, but when the lives of God’s people, her family, and later her owns were in danger, this was no time to remain silent.  As Christians, we must recognize there is a time for everything.  Listen to your Bible!  In Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, the Bible reads, “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.”
For Esther, there was a time for her to keep silent, but now, it was time for her to speak out.  As Christians, there is a time in which we have to be defensive and there is a time in which we have to be offensive.  There is a time in which we have to be aggressive and there is a time in which we have to be passive.  There is a time in which we have to be dogmatic and there is a time in which we have to exercise nonviolent resistance.  Hence, if we do not know the difference, then here is the wake up call.  Listen to your Bible!  In Romans 13:11, the Bible reads, “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.”  Throughout the New Testament, God always issued wake up calls and He often used Christians to do it.

Jesus had to issue a wake up call to Peter. In Mark 8:32-33, the Bible reads, “And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and began to rebuke him.  But when he had turned about and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men.”  Peter needed the wake up call.

Paul had to issue a wake up call to the church of Christ in Galatia.  In Galatians 3:1-7, the Bible reads, “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  Are ye so foolish? having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfect by the flesh?  Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it be yet in vain.  He therefore that ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth he it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?  Even as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.  Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham.”  The Galatians needed the wake up call.

It is time for the church of our Lord to stop sleep walking through their Christian journey and adhere to the wake up calls being sent by God.  It is time for the church to deliver this wake up call to all those who need to hear it, for who knows whether we are in the kingdom for such a time as this.  If we do not allow ourselves to be used of God, how many of our family members, co-workers, classmates, and friends have to die outside of Christ before we get the point?  God wants to use us, but if we don’t adhere to the wake up call, then the LORD will not hesitate in using somebody else.  We are in the kingdom for such a time as this!
