Bible Moments – May 7, 2009
Providing Redemptive Information
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.
In John 5:5, Jesus asked a man sitting at the pool of Bethesda a question.  The question was, “Do you want to be made whole?”  After Jesus asked the question, He waited, listened, and then addressed the response in John 5:6-7 by giving him redemptive information.  The redemptive information was a command to obey.  Understand, when Jesus gives us a command, He also gives us the strength to obey it.  What was the command given to this man who was suffering from the same condition for 38 years?  Jesus first commanded this man to RISE.  Rise means “To get up; to arise (to proceed from).”  Rising is essential to salvation in Acts 22:16.  The Bible further teaches us with God on our side, when we fall, we will still be able to rise again.  Listen to your Bible!  In Micah 7:8, the Bible reads, “Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the Lord shall be a light unto me.”  The second command Jesus gave this man was TAKE UP THY BED.  Why would Jesus command this man to take up his bed?  The reason for this command was to not only prove he was healed, but Jesus had no intentions of him going back to the bed.  When Jesus brings us through, He too has no intentions of us going back to what He has delivered us from.  The Bible warns us against going back in 2 Peter 2:20-22.  Taking up our figurative bed the need to look back, for if we look back, then we are not fit for the kingdom according to Luke 9:62.  Also, taking up our bed allows for us to focus on and look at what God has done for us.  Listen to your Bible!  In Colossians 1:12-13, the Bible reads, “Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son.”  Thirdly, Jesus commanded this man to walk.  How are we to walk?  Ephesians 5:15 teaches us to walk circumspectly and carefully.  Romans 13:13 teaches us to walk honestly.  Galatians 5:16 teaches us to walk in the Spirit.  Ephesians 5:1-2 teaches us to walk in love.
Are you listening to information that is bringing you down?  If so, then let today be the day you decide to listen to information designed to save your soul.  Jesus is encouraging you right now to Rise From Adversity, Take Up All The Things Holding You Back, and Walk In The Newness Of Life.  My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
