Bible Moments – January 25, 2010
There Is No Greater Love
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.

In Ephesians 2:4-7, the Bible reads, “But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.”

The Greek language uses three words for love.  It talks about eros.  Eros is a sort of aesthetic love.  It has come to us to be a sort of romantic love and it stands with all of its beauty.  But when we speak of no greater love, we are not talking about eros.  The Greek language talks about philia and this is a sort of reciprocal love between personal friends.  This is a vital, valuable love.  But when we speak of no greater love, we are not talking about philia.  The Greek language comes out with another word for love and it is agape.  Agape is understanding, creative, redemptive good will for all men.  It is the love of God working in the minds of men.  It is an overflowing love which seeks nothing in return.  When we come to love on this level, then we begin to love men, not because they are likeable, not because they do things that attract us, but because God loves them.  It is through agape love we love the person who does the evil deed while hating the deed he does.  We hate the sin, but love the sinner.  It is this type of love in which we will find no greater.  

My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
