Reconciling Hebrews 6:4-6 & 1 John 1:9
 

Reconcile is defined as “To make compatible or consistent.”  In other words, the two texts (Hebrews 6:4-6 and 1 John 1:9) appear on the surface to be direct contradictions of one the other.  However, we, as Christians, are fully aware of the fact that God’s word is pure and cannot, nor will it ever contradict itself (Proverbs 30:5).  So, there has to be a sound, scriptural explanation for this.  

 

In reconciling a text, it must be shown how these two verses harmonize with each other.  How is it that it is impossible to restore a Christian to repentance who has fallen away, yet instructions are given as to how this same person can be restored through being cleansed and forgiven by God, if he or she would just repent and confess their sins.  This is the dilemma!  Or is it?  It is this question that must be answered.

 

The first thing I want us to understand is we cannot be so naïve as to suggest every individual who calls themselves a child of God is enlightened, are partakers with the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the heavenly gift, the good word of God, and the powers to come.  We must comprehend it is the responsibility of the Christian in their faithful service to the Lord to become enlightened, a partaker of the Holy Ghost, and a taster of the heavenly gift, the good word of God, and the powers to come.  Throughout the scriptures, God has made it abundantly clear there are some Christians, for one reason/circumstance/situation or another, can and will fall away by departing from the faith.  

 

A Christian Has Fallen Away When Temptation Overtakes Their Desire Because They Were Not Rooted And Grounded In The Word Of Almighty God (Luke 8:13) - Therefore, it is clear this individual was not enlightened.  A Christian Has Fallen Away When They Allow The Cares, Riches, And Pleasures Of This Life To Choke Them Into Fruitless Mortals (Luke 8:14) - So, this person does not qualify as one who was a partaker with the Holy Ghost.  A Christian Has Fallen Away When Christ Is No Longer Their Justification, But Rather The Law (Galatians 5:4) -  Hence, it appears this person has not tasted of the heavenly gift.  A Christian Has Fallen Away When They Have Forgotten That Christ Is Their First Love (Revelation 2:4-5) - Is it safe to assume these individuals tasted the good word of God and the power to come?  Well, let’s see.

 

In the previous 4 scriptures, we have witnessed the fact Christians can fall away, as well as the cause of their demise.  However, the language used to describe the individual in Hebrews 6:4-6 is not the same as the language used to describe these individuals.  Why?  It is because the individuals spoken of in Luke 8:13-14, Galatians 5:4, and Revelation 2:4-5 are not at the same spiritual level as the ones in Hebrews 6:4-6.  The Christian in Luke 8:13 is one who is growing in the Lord, but is not rooted in the Lord.  Therefore, when this person is tried, they will leave the church.  The Christian in Luke 8:14 is a worker, but they have allowed what people think, materialism, and finite reality to take them away from the service of Almighty God.  The Christians in Galatians 5:4 and Revelation 2:4-5 have become so legalistic in their theological stance they no longer worship the Lord, but rather they worship the law, when there would be no law if it was not for God and our sinful ways (Hebrews 8:10 and 1 Timothy 1:9)!  There are many Christians who have fallen away, but we cannot be so quick to write them off as unresolved debt by saying, “Well, you know what Hebrews 6:4-6 teaches.  There is nothing we can do to bring them back.”  Oh, yes there is!  If this person is not rooted in the word of God, then replant the seed of God, water it, and watch them come back to the Lord.  If they are wrapped up in what people think, then let them know Jesus is the only one who has a heaven or a hell to put them in and not man (Revelation 1:17-18) and watch them come back to the Lord.  If they are consumed in materialism, then let them know they cannot take these things with them (Job 1:21), God is their Jehovah-Jireh, their provider (Genesis 22:8 and 14), urge them to make an investment in their soul (Matthew 16:26), and watch them come back to the Lord.  If they are overtaken by the pleasures of this life, then let them know Christ died so they could have a much better life (John 10:10) and watch them come back to the Lord.  If they have been transformed into “Christian Pharisees” and have forgotten their first love, then remind them God is love and it is through this love He still loves them and sent His Son to die for them (1 John 4:7-8 and John 3:16) and watch them come back to the Lord.  Until Jesus comes again, there will be hope for the fallen.  
