Another Gospel

In our society of constant change, of ideological instability, the statement, “There is nothing permanent but change” comes into meaningful focus for it is in tune with our times.  Personally, this preacher rejects this piece of pagan philosophy as fundamentally false, but it does illustrate the trend of the times for “What is good today is bad tomorrow * What is bad today is accepted tomorrow * What is acceptable today is rejected tomorrow * What is rejected today is truth tomorrow * What is truth today is error tomorrow * What is fashionable today is detestable tomorrow.”  This occurs because the standard by which these trends determine what is right is governed by men.  There is however, “The changeless in the midst of changing * The unalterable in the midst of instability * The indestructible in the midst of destruction * The permanent in the midst of the temporary.”  This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  So complete is this gospel that any changes make the divine plan void, for it then degenerates into a human precept rather than a heavenly precept and becomes another gospel.  The apostle Paul warns in Galatians 1:6-7, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel: Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ.”  The advocating of another gospel is not new or particular to our generation.  The trend began in the days of the New Testament and continues to this day.  Let us observe some of the causes of another gospel.

Standards Of Authority Other Than The New Testament

Today, many standards of authority exist in so-called Christendom.  To some, the Pope is the authority.  To some, the church is the authority.  To some, the conference council or synod is the authority.  To some, the preacher is the authority.  To some, the conscience is the authority.  To some, each individual is his own authority.  With this vastly diversified set of standards, it is to be expected that many gospels exist.  However, this is in direct defiance to the inspired injunction: not another gospel.  It is inconsistent with and contradictory to Paul’s plea for unity.  Listen to your Bible!  In 1 Corinthians 1:10, the Bible reads, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.”  As long as we permit varying standards to exist, other gospels will exist.

Churches Other Than The Church Of Christ

Unfortunately, there are more churches than there are books of the Bible or chapters in the New Testament.  Despite this unfortunate spiritual tragedy, the Gospel of Jesus Christ teaches, reveals, and endorses only one church.  I do not mean one church which is the combined result of a number of uninspired institutions totally foreign to the Bible and called churches or a composite of all denominations, (which have no scriptural right to exist), but one church in every scriptural and spiritual respect.  Many churches necessitate many gospels & not one Gospel.  The Gospel of Christ is the basis of but one body (1 Corinthians 12:20), the church (Colossians 1:18), the church of Christ.  This truth is not bias, but Biblical.  The Bible says, “There is one body” (Ephesians 4:4).  The Bible says, “…the church, which is His body” (Ephesians 1:22).  The Bible says, “The churches of Christ salute you” (Romans 16:16).  

A Salvation Other Than Christ’s Salvation

A counterfeit salvation is being offered to many sincere, honest-hearted individuals today.  A counterfeit salvation is more detrimental to the soul than complete degeneracy and total falsehood, because it provides a false sense of spiritual security.  Religionists suggest to us salvation is secured at many points: at a christening service, without faith or baptism, at the point of faith only, at the point of moral acceptability, at the point of humanitarian benevolence.  However, these concepts constitute another gospel.  The Bible teaches Christ’s salvation is secured in and after baptism.  Listen to your Bible!  In Mark 16:16, the Bible reads, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

Have you obeyed the gospel of Christ or another gospel?  Have you obeyed Christ or tradition?  Are you a Christian or do you claim to be a Christian and something else, at the same time, as some who claim to be Lutheran-Christians, or Pentecostal-Christians?  Scripturally speaking, there is no basis for anyone being more than, or less than, just a Christian.  All additions and subtractions to or from the name Christian are totally sinful.  Are you a member of the body of Christ, the church (Colossians 1:24), the one church you can read of in the New Testament Holy Scriptures?  If not, then this ought to concern & worry you.  Become a member of the church Christ said, “I will build,” (Matthew 16:18) called in scripture “churches of Christ” (Romans 16:16).  Give this matter priority, your soul’s destiny depends on it.  Make that critical decision today before it is eternally & everlasting too late.
