Are You Converted?

Much has been said about conversion.  Some of the information & discussion has been beneficial; some has been misleading; some has been confusing; & some has been plainly erroneous.  The subject of conversion is always timely because it concerns the salvation of the souls of men & women.  All responsible persons must be converted to the Lord or be lost eternally.  In Matthew 18:3, the Bible reads, “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”  Since so many conflicting ideas have been expressed about the topic of conversion, let us first determine what conversion is not.

Conversion Is Not Convulsion

It is not something mystical or supernatural which mysteriously changes a person contrary to his or her will.  It does not occur in a nightmarish experience, nor is it an obscure & psychologically unreasonable happening.  It cannot be described as merely “a good feeling inside,” for such an explanation is merely subjective and emotional.  

Now, if salvation concerns the final destiny of all men and women, let us ferret out the true implications of such an experience.  Webster defines the word “convert” as a “turning or change.”  Someone has stated it like this: rags and pulp are converted into paper; skins of animals are converted into leather and leather is converted into shoes.  Using Webster’s definition together with the Biblical references to conversion, let us determine what conversion is.  According to the Scriptures, conversion is a complete change of the entire being, from serving oneself, Satan, & sin, to the service of God.  Notice how the early Christians of Thessalonica “turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God” (1 Thessalonians 1:9).  This is scriptural conversion under the New Testament.

When one is converted, the entire direction of one’s life is reversed.  The powers & faculties formerly devoted to sin are utilized in God’s service.  Paul so clearly stated in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”

Another point worthy of consideration is conversion does not consist of one change, but many.  Man is composed of many parts.  Since this is true, the question is, “Just what part of the sinner is converted or changed?”  Surely, each part which has been alienated from God through service to sin should be converted.  Conversion which does not affect a change in the following three areas of an individual’s being does not constitute genuine New Testament conversion: Change in heart * Change in conduct * Change in relationship.

First of all, the Bible plainly reveals the heart of an individual is changed by faith.  In Acts 15:9, the Bible reads, “And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”  By a change of heart we also imply a change of one’s affections, a change which destroys the love of sin and establishes the love of God.  If faith is necessary to the purification of the heart, then the direct operation of the Holy Spirit on the sinner does not change his heart.  Listen to your Bible!  In Romans 10:17, the Bible reads, “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  The faith which comes from hearing the truth is the faith which purifies & converts the heart.

Secondly, an individual’s conduct in daily life will be affected by his conversion.  The sinner is separated from God, & alienated by wicked works.  Impurity must now become righteousness.  In Acts 11:18, the Bible reads, “When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life.”  Repentance changes one’s conduct & daily life.

Finally, the relationship is changed by baptism.  In Galatians 3:27, the Bible reads, “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  Therefore, we must conclude conversion occurs as a result of nothing alone, but by completely conforming to the commands of Christ.

Question: Are you converted?  If not, you must become converted, for Jesus said in Matthew 18:3, “Except you are converted…you will not enter…”  Do you want to enter?  Not the place of recreation & rejuvenation * Not the place of amusement & entertainment * Not the place of community empowerment * Not the place of intellectual stimulation * But the “kingdom of heaven.”  Then, without question, “You must be converted” and soul awareness, soul interest, and soul preservation, demand you do so immediately!

