WHY ARE PREACHERS CALLED “REVEREND” AND IS THERE ANY SCRIPTURE FOR IT?

 

QUESTION:

 

Why do preachers use the word reverend, and is there a scripture to back that up?

 

ANSWER:

 

Thank you for your submission of this question.  This is an excellent question I believe every religious leader & person must know the answer.  However, many never ask this question because folks have been calling the preacher “reverend” for so long.  Therefore, no one ever challenges the practice.

 

Both preachers & individuals who claim to be religious use the word “reverend” to identify the preacher in denominationalism.  Denominationalist preachers use this word as a title to show themselves to be preachers.  Denominationalists used this title to show high respect for the man or the woman described as the preacher or pastor.  So a denominationalist might look at me and say “Reverend Holloway” because it is automatically assumed this is an acceptable title & titles are acceptable in the realm of religion because I am a preacher.  However, I have to immediately correct the individual who will identify me as such (and this will answer your question) because the word “reverend” is only found in the Bible one time.  Furthermore, when we see the word “reverend” used, it was not talking about a preacher or another man, but rather God.  Listen to your Bible!  In Psalms 111:9, the Bible reads, “He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name.”  God’s name is reverend.  Therefore, any man who calls himself reverend is calling himself “God” and God is not a man (Numbers 23:19 - God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?).  The only person who is qualified to call himself reverend is the one who sent redemption unto His people.  God, & not man, did this by sending His only begotten Son to save the world (John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life).  The only person who is qualified to call himself reverend is the one who commanded His covenant forever.  The Bible teaches in Matthew 24:35 “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”  Furthermore, it is only used in the Bible once, which means the apostles & preachers in the Bible never referred to themselves as “reverend” because they knew it was God’s name & not theirs.  Therefore, for a preacher or for an individual to call a preacher “reverend” is blasphemy because they are taking the glory & name of God & applying it to a human being (Mark 2:7 - Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?).

 

Henceforth, preachers & individuals call others reverend out of not knowing what the scriptures teach because the Bible denounces such a practice.  The name “Reverend” belongs to God & no one else.  I hope this Biblically answers your question.  Thank you again for the submission!

If you are visiting with us & you have a Bible Question like the one submitted above, then please feel free to submit your Bible Questions to Antoine Holloway (aholloway2002@yahoo.com).  Thanks!

