2010 Spring Gospel Meeting With Johnny Douglas
On April 8th-April 11th, we had our annual spring gospel meeting with Johnny Douglas, Evangelist of the Temple Crest Church Of Christ in Tampa, Florida.  This is the third gospel meeting I have attended since being asked to serve here & this one like the previous two did not disappoint.  I believe everyone would agree Jeff May & Gerry Sandusky were clearly tough acts to follow, but when truth is being preached & the gospel is being proclaimed, then God is pleased.  

On Thursday Evening, brother Douglas preached a message entitled, “Would You Be Embarrassed...”  This night, we had 80 in attendance.  Brother Douglas made the following points: Would you be embarrassed if it were known what you were thinking?  Would you be embarrassed if it were known what you said about others?  Would you be embarrassed if it were known what is going on in your home?  Would you be embarrassed if it were known how much you really know the Bible?  Would you be embarrassed if it were known the percentage you give to the Lord’s Treasury?  Would you be embarrassed when it is time to meet Christ?  I believe these are all questions we need to ask ourselves.  If we can answer any of these questions in the affirmative, then a change is required of us.

On Friday Evening, brother Douglas preached a message entitled, “God’s Gift Of Salvation.”  This night, we had 83 in attendance.  Brother Douglas explained how in order for a man to receive salvation there must be a gift given by the Giver, we must trust the Giver of the gift, & we must meet the conditions of the Giver.  He eloquently & appropriately used Joshua 6 (The Fall Of Jericho) to illustrate this point.  After services were over, he asked me, “How did I do tonight with this message brother Holloway?”  I responded by saying, “If I were a professor in Seminary, then I would have given you an A in Homiletics.”  OK…Homiletics is “The branch of rhetoric that treats of the composition & delivery of sermons.”
On Saturday Evening, brother Douglas preached a message entitled, “Is Your Heart Right With God?”  This night, we had 98 in attendance.  Brother Douglas once again made it plain by using the scriptures to show how our hearts are not right with God if they are hardened, disobedient, unforgiving, & worldly.  Speaking of worldliness, if you have not picked up the recent issue of Biblical Insights (April 2010 Issue – Worldliness: Resisting The Seduction), then grab one today after services, for brother Douglas addressed many of the issues written about in this magazine from Immodesty to Unfaithfulness.

On Sunday, which was the last day of the meeting, brother Douglas brought 3 messages.  He used the Bible Class period to talk about Church Growth.  We had 74 in attendance.  Brother Douglas used Matthew 28:19-20 to show how the church is to go & grow, but not swell.  We swell by having unsound & unfaithful Christians leaving one congregation to go to another.  However, we grow by going out, teaching, baptizing, & teaching some more.  This is the model & command.  Evangelism takes dedication & sacrifice.  We must be prepared to teach others.  Growth requires proper, scriptural, & spiritual partnership with one another.  Hence, we function better when we work together.

During Morning Worship, brother Douglas preached a message entitled, “Are You An Earnest Christian?”  We had 105 in attendance.  Brother Douglas showed using Hebrews 2:1-3 as the Scriptural Text how an earnest Christian is serious about the word of God, will contend for the faith, will pray without ceasing, & desires to be with God in glory.  After we all ate lunch at the West Lanham Hills Recreation Center paid for by the sacrificial giving of Christian attendees, brother Douglas concluded the meeting by preaching a message entitled, “The Power Is In The Word.”  We had 83 in attendance.
If you missed this meeting, then you really missed some good, old fashioned gospel preaching.  May God continue to bless the seed which was planted last week; may we continue to water this seed daily through our living & weekly through sound preaching; may God give the increase, & may Johnny Douglas & the work he does be blessed by our blessed Creator (1 Corinthians 3:6 & Romans 10:13-15)!!!
