Faithful In Repentance

Hebrews 6:1 - “Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God.”

As Christians, when it comes to Biblical doctrine, we must be faithful in what we teach and practice regarding repentance.  As children of God, we cannot afford to get repentance wrong.  Jesus said in Luke 13:3, “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”  Just because an individual may say they repent does not mean they have repented.  There is a difference between “repenting” & “reporting.”  We have to understand this!  What does it mean to repent?

Repentance is the changing of one’s mind and heart.  Repentance is when we are heading in one direction, realizing it was wrong, stopping, turning around, and start heading in the right direction.  In Exodus 13:7, the Bible reads, “And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they see war, and they return to Egypt.”
Repentance is turning from a life without God to life with Him.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 17:30-31, the Bible reads, “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.”
Repentance is recognizing life without God is wrong, to be sorry for the pain caused by our godless life, and to change to God’s way of living.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 3:19, the Bible reads, “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”  Also, in 2 Corinthians 7:10, the Bible reads, “For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.”
All repentance must be accompanied with fruits showing such repentance.  Listen to your Bible!  In Matthew 3:8, the Bible reads, “Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance.”
A woman is pregnant as a result of premarital sex.  Question: Is she sorry for having unauthorized intercourse or is she sorry for getting pregnant?  True repentance would require the woman to stop having sex until she is married.  A criminal is in jail as a result of getting arrested and convicted.  Question: Is he sorry for having committed the crime or is he sorry for getting caught?  True repentance would require the individual to stop committing crimes and live as a law-abiding citizen.  A Christian is facing church discipline as a result of having his sins discovered.  Question: Is he sorry for committing the sin or is he sorry because his agenda has been revealed.  True repentance would require the Christian to stop sinning and scheming and start loving God and others.  Let us remain faithful in and on the doctrine of repentance and not waver.

We will continue in this subject of faithfulness by addressing the subject of Doctrinal Fellowship on next week.  Enjoy & share with a friend.
If you are visiting with us & you have a Bible Question, then please feel free to submit your Bible Questions to Antoine Holloway (aholloway2002@yahoo.com).  Thanks!
