The Spirit Of Love In Forgiveness

2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”

As Christians, we must exercise the spirit of love in forgiveness (2 Timothy 1:7 & Ephesians 4:32).  If we are faithful in our disposition of love, then we will have a burning love for both God & man.  If we love completely, then it will cast out all fear.  Listen to your Bible!  In 1 John 4:18, the Bible reads, “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.”  Our spirit of love will move us to renounce our anger & resentment towards the sinner, in which we will show agape love towards the alien sinner and/or unfaithful Christian & still hate the sin he or she does.  Our spirit of love will direct us to rebuke in love & display love in such a way the Godless & unfaithful will see the concern for their soul & come to repentance before it is eternally & everlasting too late.    The spirit of love will motivate us to forgive our enemies when they come in humble obedience to the will of Almighty God, even when it is hard for us to do.  To be faithful in the disposition of love in forgiveness is not a onetime thing, but rather it is our tendency & our habitual inclination.

If we gather nothing else from this article, then let us understand at least this one thing: Forgiveness is an act of love.  Listen to your Bible!  In Leviticus 19:17-18, the Bible reads, “Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin upon him.  Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.”

What is forgiveness?  Forgiveness means to pardon or excuse a wrong conditionally.  It is the re-establishing of a broken relationship conditioned upon repentance.  Listen to your Bible!  In Luke 17:3-4, the Bible reads, “Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.  And if he trespass against thee seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; thou shalt forgive him.”  

Forgiveness is giving up the claim for revenge or resentment unconditionally.  Listen to your Bible!  In Ephesians 4:31-32, the Bible reads, “Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”  

To forgive is to trust others as if the wrong is forgotten.  It includes a new start in attitudes & actions.  Listen to your Bible!  In John 8:10-11, the Bible reads, “When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Hath no man condemned thee?  She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”  

How easy or difficult is it for us to forgive?  How simple or hard is it for us to be forgiven?  We must understand to sin is so human, but to forgive is so divine.  Forgiving others opens us to receive forgiveness from God.  Listen to your Bible!  In Matthew 6:12, & Matthew 6:14-15, the Bible reads, “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”  Jesus forgave sins & He encourages us to forgive each other the same way.  Listen to your Bible!  In Colossians 3:12-13, the Bible reads, “Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.”  Hence, if we do not have a relationship with God & we want to establish a relationship with God, then we must do what 3,000 souls did in Acts 2:38; Repent & be baptized.

After we have become Christians, we now have a relationship & fellowship with God.  If we sin, then our relationship & fellowship with God is broken & needs to be re-established.  The only way our relationship & fellowship with God can be re-established is by way of repentance (Luke 17:3).  If someone sins against us, then we must renounce our anger & resentment towards that person like Jesus did in Luke 23:34, “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.”  Like Stephen did in Acts 7:59-60, “And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.  And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”  Like Paul did in 2 Timothy 4:16, “At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not be laid to their charge.”  This is the spirit of love we must have in forgiveness.

