Faithful In Discipleship

Acts 2:42-47 - And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.  And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.  And all that believed were together, and had all things common; And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.

What Is Discipleship?

Discipleship is the commitment to live as a disciple of Jesus Christ.  Discipleship is a process that includes learning Bible truth, applying that Bible truth to everyday life, becoming like Christ, sharing Christianity with others, serving the church, and fulfilling the goals God has personally designed for each person.  Discipleship is the developmental process centered in the local church that seeks to bring Christians from spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity, known as Christlikeness, in such a way that they are able to repeat the process with someone else.  Disciples practice discipleship.

Who Is A Disciple?

A disciple is a learner, student, follower, and apprentice of Jesus Christ.  A disciple accepts the Lord’s teachings and imitates His practices.

Luke 6:40 
The disciple is not above his master: but every one that is perfect shall be as his master.

A disciple is a Christian who says by their commitment they are not content merely to be part of the family; the kingdom; the church.  They want something more, and they are willing to pay the price for it.

What Does It Mean To Be Faithful In Discipleship?

The church of Christ exploded on the scene with incredible power in Acts, beginning with the first worship service in Acts 2.  After Peter delivered his sermon on the Day of Pentecost and the Lord added 3,000 souls to the church (Acts 2:41), we are given a very important insight into the way the early church functioned as it practiced discipleship in obedience to Christ’s commands.  In reading Acts 2:42-47, I see 4 (1 will be discussed today & the other 3 on next week) elements of discipleship, which must be present in every church and Christian if the church and/or those Christians are going to be considered faithful in the eyesight of God.

As Christians, We Must Be Faithful In Worship (Acts 2:42)

Notice the emphasis on the continual nature of the early church’s worship.  These Christians understood worship is the celebration of God for who He is, what He has done, and what we are trusting Him to do.  Disciples of Christ are worshippers first of all, because God is worthy of our worship and because He has decided worship is the mechanism by which we connect with Him.  Where there is no worship, there is no divine contact.  This is why when we worship God, we must be filled with the Spirit.  Listen to your Bible!  In Ephesians 5:18-19, the Bible reads, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  Music is a part of worship, as is the message from God’s word, but it is different in that it involves a more direct expression on the worshiper’s part.  There is to be as much time spent in expressive worship as there is in the hearing of the Word.  Sermons give us truth about God, and worship brings us in contact with God so we can respond to the truth.  However, worship cannot accomplish this, if we are unfaithful in worship.
