Faithful In Discipleship – Part 2

As Christians, We Must Be Faithful In The Apostles’ Doctrine (Acts 2:42)

In 1 Timothy 3:15, the Bible reads, “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”  This truth is found only in God’s word.  The word communicates the mind of God to us.  What too many Christians fail to understand is that we are not going to get the mind of God in most homes, schools, or peer groups – let alone in a culture that does not understand or seek after God.  So there ought to be one place Christians can go to find out what God thinks.  The goal of the church is not to be popular with its teaching, although teaching should be relevant.  The goal of the church is to deliver the mind of God.  In John 8:32, Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  In other words, “It is the truth you know that will make you free.”  The mere existence of truth does not set people free.  The church must teach the truth of God in a way that it is understood & applied, so as disciples of Christ, we can line our lives up with His revealed will.  There are a lot of Christians living on a spiritual plantation even though they have been set free, because they do not understand we can still fall from grace if we continue to think & live as if we are justified by the law (Galatians 5:4).  Disciples need to know the truth.  However, the apostles’ doctrine does us no good, if we are unfaithful to it.

As Christians, We Must Be Faithful In Fellowship (Acts 2:42)

Fellowship is the sharing of the life of Christ among Christians.  Jesus expresses the spirit of discipleship in Acts 20:35, where He said, “I have shewed you all things, how that so labouring ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.”  The reason why fellowship & this principle are important in discipleship is because when God blesses us, He wants to make sure in being blessed we are a conduit to bring blessings to others.  It is obvious this cannot occur if we are out here trying to live the Christian life alone, disconnected from the rest of the body.  In this sense, we are not a conduit, but rather we have become cul-de-sacs, always taking in but never giving back.  Do we recall what Jesus said was the defining mark of discipleship?  In John 13:34-35, Jesus said, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  The best place to love others is in a family context.  This is why the church is called the family of God.  As Christians, we cannot be of the mind set of always wanting somebody to preach to us, sing to us, counsel us, encourage us, minister to us when we are sick, & not intend on doing anything to serve the rest of the body.  Christians who want all the rewards of fellowship without the work of fellowship are like leeches.  The Bible still commands us in Hebrews 10:24-25, “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”  This is far more than saying hello on Sunday mornings & engaging in small talk before or after worship.  Fellowship is building each other up in the faith, supporting each other when one member suffers, & holding each other accountable for obedience to the truth.  If we are cul-de-sac Christians, always receiving with no outlet for ministering to others, rather than a conduit Christian, through whom God’s grace can reach others, then we stifle our own development in discipleship.  How do we expect to rejoice with those who rejoice & weep with those who weep, if we are unfaithful in fellowship (Romans 12:15)?

As Christians, We Must Be Faithful In Evangelism (Acts 2:47)
Worship, Bible teaching, & fellowship are wonderful, but the good news has to go out beyond the walls of the church building.  There has to be an outlet to the unsaved world, & we do this when we go & present the gospel to the world.  When it comes to being faithful in discipleship, disciples are Christians who cannot stop speaking about what they have seen and heard.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 4:19-20, the Bible reads, “But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.  For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”  What happens to the church when it is fulfilling God’s purpose through evangelism?  The Bible teaches we will have favor with all the people.  The 1st century church enjoyed this & it was not because they were soft-pedaling the message of Christ to make it popular, but it was because the Christians were out evangelizing & meeting the needs of a sin & soul sick world.  If we are faithful in discipleship like these Christians were faithful in discipleship, then God will work through us like He work through them.
