Bible Moments – September 2, 2010

Trouble Builds Character
My name is Antoine N. Holloway and I thank you for calling Bible Moments.  This message is brought to you by the Wildercroft Church of Christ, located at 6330 Auburn Avenue, Riverdale, Maryland 20737.

In 2 Corinthians 4:17, Paul is telling us no matter how difficult we may think our troubles are; they are light compared to what they could have been. No matter how long we may think our troubles have been hanging over our heads, it is short compared to what it could have been.  So, if we are going to handle our troubles properly, we need to have our heads on straight.  We must comprehend it is not as bad as it could have been, or will it last as long as it could have lasted.  As Christians, we must be persuaded of the fact trouble don’t last always.  This verse is also teaching us our trouble is building character that has lasting value.  If we can just compare what we are going through to the results of having gone through it, then we will realize what is being built is far greater than what we are going through.  In James 1:2-4, the Bible even goes as far as to tell us the type of character being built through our troubles.  Listen to your Bible!  In James 1:2-4, the Bible reads, “My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.  But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”  When trouble comes knocking at the door, we don’t open and respond by saying, “Nice to meet you.”  Why?  It is because trouble is the person you don’t want to know where you live.  Many of us live our lives on eggshells trying to avoid trouble, but you don’t have to trouble trouble in order for trouble to trouble you (Job 3:26)!  Trouble knows our address and when we stand up and face our trouble, God calls that a trying of our faith.  Troubles, trials, tribulations, and temptations builds something in us called patience and without patience, we cannot make heaven our home, for patience is one of the products displayed of a Spirit filled lifestyle (Galatians 5:22-23).  There is a purpose behind our troubles and it is to build faith-tried patience.

My name is Antoine N. Holloway and this has been your Bible Moment.  Have a great day in the Lord!!!
