The Spirit Of Singing – Part 1
1 Corinthians 14:15 - “What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.”

When I first began preaching, a friend of mine’s used to always tell me that evangelism was a combination of our ability to communicate & our ability to worship.  At the time, I did not understand the comment, as far as our ability to worship is concerned.  However, through experience & observation, I learned it is our ability to communicate that brings the lost to our assemblies, & it is our ability to worship that keeps them coming & ultimately saves their souls.  The point my colleague was trying to make was singing, when done right, does something to the heart of man that preaching, praying, or any other act of worship is not as effective in accomplishing.  Our singing is scriptural & edifying when we sing with the right spirit, the proper attitude, & we sing the wonderful words of life in truth.

We Are To Sing With The Right Authority

In singing with the right authority, we are singing in truth, for we are singing by the authority of the One who gave the authority & we sing according to the pattern He has authorized.  Who is our authority?  By whose name do we sing?  We sing by the authority of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Listen to your Bible!  In Colossians 3:17, the Bible reads, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.”  When we sing with the right authority, our singing consists of singing only.  Listen to your Bible!  In Ephesians 5:19, the Bible reads, “Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.”  In this Scripture, we learn we are commanded to speak to ourselves by singing.  The word “singing” is not generic in which it encompasses music & all that is inclusive with music, but rather singing is specific, for it is a specific type of music.  So, when God specified singing, this eliminated everything else.  This eliminated the drums, the piano, the organ, the cymbals, the guitar, & the tambourine, for these things are not essential, nor included in the command to sing.  Therefore, God does not authorize mechanical instruments of music in worship.  When singing only is done, it is described as being done in acappella, which means singing without accompaniment.  Although we are restricted from using mechanical instruments in our worship to God, we are not restricted from using instruments in our worship to God, for God authorizes two physiological instruments that must be used in our worship to Him.  In Ephesians 5:19, we are commanded to make melody in our hearts, with heart being the first instrument & the second instrument being our lips.  Listen to your Bible!  In Hebrews 2:12, the Bible reads, “Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.”  By placing emphasis on the word “praise” in this text, let us now read Hebrews 13:15, where the Bible teaches, “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.”  Not only do we praise God in preaching, teaching, praying, & living a Christocentric lifestyle, but we also bring our sacrifice of praise to God by using our lips to sing praises to His name.  So, knowing our lips & our hearts are involved in our singing to God, let us draw nigh to God with a pure heart & the fruit of our lips & not like the Pharisees who drew nigh to God with their lips, but their hearts were far from Him (Matthew 15:8).  

In Ephesians 5:19, when we are commanded to speak to ourselves, this command was not commanded to the song leader only.  This was not commanded to the soloist only.  This was not commanded to the praise team, choir, and/or the band only, but this was commanded for everyone to do.  Therefore, our singing is to be congregational.  We must understand the command to sing is for us to do and not for somebody else to do for us.  We now know how to worship God through song, but what are we to sing?  

In Ephesians 5:19, the Bible instructs us to sing psalms, hymns, & spiritual songs.  In singing psalms, we are to sing songs of the highest praise & adoration of God’s power, wisdom, character, & work.
  An example of praise being sung is found in Acts 16:25, where the Bible reads, “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them.”  In singing hymns, we are to sing songs of praise, thanksgiving, & supplication.
  An example of a hymn being sung is found in Matthew 26:30, where the Bible reads, “And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the Mount of Olives.”  In singing spiritual songs, we are to sing songs of inspiration, which are designed to edify, admonish, &/or teach.  Therefore, as Christians, we should conform to the scriptures & insist what we sing in worship truly expresses Biblical truth.
  This is the authority by which we are to sing.  Part 2 of this article will be continued on next week.  
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