The Spirit Of Singing – Part 2
We Are To Sing To The Right Person (Ephesians 5:19 & Colossians 3:16)
Who is the right person?  According to the Scriptures, the right person is the Lord Himself.  When we sing to the Lord, the Lord is looking for our best.  If one were to perform for the President of these United States, then much joy, excitement, preparation, & anticipation would go into the opportunity to sing for the highest-ranking official in this country.  When we sing to the Lord, who is the King of kings & the Lord of lords (1 Timothy 6:15), our disposition prior to singing & when we sing should be merry & filled with the Spirit.  Listen to your Bible!  In James 5:13, the Bible reads, “Is any among you afflicted? Let him pray. Is any merry? Let him sing psalms.”  In Ephesians 5:18, the Bible reads, “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.”  When we are afflicted, we are to pray, but when we are happy, we are to sing.   I believe it was C.D. Martin who said it best in the song, His Eye Is On The Sparrow in the chorus, “I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free, for His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me.”  We are to sing like victors & not victims.  We are to sing like conquerors & not like we have been conquered.  We are to sing like people who have been redeemed & not like people who have been ruined.  We are to sing with joy & jubilation & not with fright & frustration.  We have been given the glorious privilege to sing unto the Lord in our worship & this should bring excitement to our singing, for we are glad to have a Lord like Jesus.  

Also, when we sing, we are to be filled with the Spirit.  In Ephesians 5:18, the Bible instructs us not to be drunk with wine, but rather we are to be filled with the Spirit of God.  When a person is intoxicated with alcohol, they don’t know where they are going & cannot remember from whence they came.  In some cases, they will break out in song & start speaking to themselves.  Why do they do this?  It is because they are drunk with intoxicants.  However, when a person is filled with the Holy Spirit of God, we know where we are going & from whence we came.  We don’t speak to ourselves because we don’t have anyone to talk to, but we speak to ourselves in psalms, hymns, & spiritual songs.  It is through our singing to the Lord we display His Spirit is in us by way of the Word & express His Lordship over us in our lives.  So, when we sing, we are not to sing to impress each other or to be seen of men, but our sole purpose for singing is to sing to the Lord.

Our Singing Is A Form Of Teaching (Colossians 3:16)

We teach & admonish through song.  Teaching is not something that is done only in our classes or when we are preaching, but every Christian in this assembly is commanded to teach & exhort one another through song.  This becomes an impossible command to fulfill when we don’t show up to the worship services (Hebrews 10:24-25)!  Since we are commanded to teach through song, it is extremely important we sing knowing what we are singing about.  We must sing with an understanding (1 Corinthians 14:15).  We cannot be oblivious to the songs we sing, for if we do, then our singing is in vain.  If we are going to sing, we must keep in mind Proverbs 4:7, where the Bible reads, “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.”  If the Bible teacher is required to understand the Bible, then the Christian is required to understand the songs we sing, for we are teaching one another through song.  
In teaching through song, we are to sing these songs with grace in our hearts.  To sing with grace in our hearts is to sing with gratitude & gracious love towards the one we adore, who is Christ Jesus.  When we sing with grace, we are singing with the proper attitude & right spirit before God.  We are to sing with appreciation.  We express our appreciation for all God has done for us (Psalms 13:6 - “I will sing unto the Lord, because He hath dealt bountifully with me”).  Therefore, we teach & admonish through song with grace in our hearts unto the Lord.

Understanding all that is involved in singing, no wonder God commands we worship Him through song.  Knowing we offer the sacrifice of praise with our lips through song, let us “Keep our tongues from evil, and our lips from speaking guile” (Psalms 34:13).  Knowing we make melody in our hearts to the Lord through song, let us prayer continually to God to “Create in us a clean heart, and renew a right spirit within us” (Psalms 51:10).  Knowing we are singing to the Lord, let us give our best to Him, for after all, He has “obtained a more excellent ministry.  He is the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises” (Hebrews 8:6).  Knowing we are teaching through psalms, hymns, & spiritual songs with grace in our hearts, let this grace bring salvation to us & “teach us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, to live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:11-14).  This is how we worship God in spirit & in truth through song.  
