The Precious Purposes Of Productive Preaching

Scriptural Text: Acts 2:14-36

There are many great sermons recorded in the Bible.  Joshua gave a great farewell address in Joshua 24.  Jesus preached an outstanding Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  Stephen told the truth about the history of the Jewish nation before he was stoned in Acts 7.  Paul preached the unadulterated truth when proclaiming the one true God in Acts 17.  However, it is Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost, which is the first sermon under the New Covenant, that will not only serve as a model for all time, but as a model for the absolute purpose of preaching.

The Purpose Of Preaching Is To Explain The Scriptures (Acts 2:14-16)

Did not Philip the evangelist explain the scriptures to the Ethiopian Eunuch in Acts 8:26-35?  Did not Paul the apostle explain the scriptures to the Thessalonians in Acts 17:1-3?  Did not Ezra the scribe cause the children to understanding the reading of God’s word in Nehemiah 8:5-8?

The Purpose Of Preaching Is To Disturb People In Error (Acts 2:22-24)

Peter brought the gospel hammer.  He did not candy-coat the truth, for the men who heard the sermon was pricked in their hearts (Acts 2:37).  Pricking hearts is not a task we should relish in, for we look forward to the end results, which are salvation and the freedom from sin and death.  We must understand that the position between sin and salvation is a painful period of self-examination, but nevertheless, men must come to the shocking realization they are lost and need to be saved.  Gospel preaching must have the objective of persuading men to give up sin and obey God’s word, for the preacher ought to know the terror of the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:11).

The Purpose Of Preaching Is To Lift Up Christ (Acts 2:36)

Jesus said, “And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up” (John 3:14).  Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me” (John 12:32).  Paul said, “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2).  The preaching of Christ is the message of salvation to all men, for He is the Light of the World (John 8:12 – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.”)

The Purpose Of Preaching Is To Tell About The Church (Acts 2:47)

Folks today say, “Give me the man and forget about the plan.”  Unfortunately, you cannot have the man without the plan.  How can we preach about the King and say nothing about His kingdom?  How can we preach about the Groom and say nothing about His bride?  How can we preach about the Husband and say nothing about the wife?  There is only one body (Ephesians 4:4).  The one body is the church (Ephesians 1:22-23).  The Lord only built one church (Matthew 16:18).  Jesus is only going to save one church (Ephesians 5:23).  Therefore, let us no longer put our trust in men, denominations, Masonic lodges, and world religions.

If we had been there in Jerusalem on Pentecost, would we have been one of the individuals asking, “Men and Brethren, what must we do?”  How would we have responded to Peter’s response of “Repent and Be Baptized?” Would we have scoffed at the idea of one explaining the scriptures to us?  Would we have belittled the notion of one exposing our error?  Would we have despised the point of one telling us about the church?  When we teach others, is this our purpose in teaching?  If not, why not?  The Bible is still right, Jesus still saves, and God is still in the business of making our wrongs right through repentance.

