The Financial Support Of Gospel Preachers
Years ago, Wildercroft had the financial resources to support many preachers of the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:14 & Philippians 4:15-16).  Unfortunately, approximately 3 years ago, we had to cut this support due to a rapid decline in membership, weekly contribution, & an evaporating treasury.  Nevertheless, the Lord has blessed us over the past year & a half to experience gradual growth spiritually, numerically, & financially.  Therefore, the Elders have been able to supply one-time support to two preachers recently, with the hopes of being able to provide monthly support to preachers doing the work of the evangelist consistently at a later date. 
Phillip Mullins (The new evangelist @ the Dulles church of Christ in Ashburn, Virginia) was in need of monthly support, but he received all the support necessary to serve this new work.  However, he had absolutely no financial resources to move from Tennessee to Virginia.  The Elders provided this support to Phillip.  He & this family are now in Virginia working with the Dulles congregation thanks to our contribution.  

Calvin Schlabach (evangelist of the 12th & Laurel church of Christ in Mishawaka, Indiana) travels to South America twice a year.  He has done this for the past 30 years.  He has helped establish many congregations across 3 countries & have baptized many as well.  The Elders provided support to Calvin in the amount of $500.  With this money, Calvin is able to extend his trip 2 weeks & travel to 2 additional countries to help spread the gospel to these souls.  You can follow his progress daily @ http://www.facebook.com/calvinschlabach.  The math is simple: 

IF WE GIVE MORE TO THE LORD, THEN WE CAN DO MORE FOR THE LORD!
What You Don’t Know CAN Hurt You: Gossiping & Lying
Many individuals constantly quote the cliché of “What you don’t know can’t hurt you.”  This is a common saying when it comes to gossiping, lying, bad news, & knowing another man’s heart. Nevertheless, what we don’t know CAN hurt us.  Therefore, let us avoid the practices of gossiping & lying.  

 

Gossiping (Psalms 41:7 & Proverbs 16:28)

The word “gossiping” is not found in the Bible specifically, but it is represented with another word called “whispering.”  When an individual gossips, then it is the result of one’s hatred towards the one who is the subject matter.  As a result of this gossip, the goal is to devise someone else’s hurt.  If an individual is the topic of gossip, then they do not want to know what negative things someone else is saying about them.  Therefore, in this sense, what they don’t know can’t hurt them.  Furthermore, gossiping has never formed any positive relationships, but rather it has destroyed friendships and has caused great pain.  It has destroyed the friendship or companionship between the gossiper and a friend or the gossiper has destroyed someone else’s close friendship.  Therefore, individuals must stay away from whisperers because of the damage they can do.  So many people adopt the secular cliché to keep these un-welcomed circumstances from happening.  Nevertheless, gossip hurts all involved regardless whether we know about it or not.
 

Lying (Proverbs 6:16-17 & Proverbs 10:18)


The Bible also talks about lying.  According to the scriptures, the Lord hates a lying tongue.  Many preachers lie when it comes to salvation.  Many individuals lie about themselves to boost their egos and lie about others to destroy their credibility.  God does not like this because it displays the dishonesty in the person doing the lying.  God knows whether a man is lying or not without any investigation, but we do not.  Oftentimes, to keep from being hurt, we will hear information about others, but never examine whether those things are so because we are afraid as to what we might find out.  The truth may hurt us.  Therefore, we say & adhere to “what you don’t know can’t hurt you.”  Furthermore, people lie in an effort to hide their hatred for the person they are lying about.  Well, the Bible says this person is a fool.  However, man will adopt this secular cliché to keep from having to label someone Biblically as a fool.  Nevertheless, lying is wrong & must not be named among us.  MORE ON NEXT WEEK.
