Unto What Then Were You Baptized?
Scriptural Text: Acts 19:1-5

The act of baptism happens to be a point of contention between many, if not, all religious groups in the world today.  We disagree regarding the method of baptism.  Some say we must be immersed in water.  Some say we must have water sprinkled on us.  Some say we must have water poured on us.  Some say we must have our heads dipped in water.  We not only disagree regarding the method of baptism, but we disagree regarding the substance of baptism.  Some say we must be baptized in water.  Some say we must be baptized in fire.  Some say we must be baptized in the Holy Ghost.  Some say we must be baptized in all three.  We not only disagree regarding the substance of baptism, but we disagree regarding the candidate for baptism.  Some say we must baptize adults only.  Some say we can baptize babies.  Some say we can only baptize repentant believers.  Some say we can only baptize individuals who are saved already.  We not only disagree regarding the candidate for baptism, but we disagree regarding the authority of baptism.  Some say we must announce in the name of Jesus in order for a baptism to be valid.  Some say we must announce in the name of the Father, & of the Son, & of the Holy Ghost in order for a baptism to be valid.  “By the authority of” or “in the name of”: is it a phrase we must say to make everything we do alright or is there an author of this authority we must adhere to before we can submit to anything?  We not only disagree regarding the authority of baptism, but we disagree regarding the purpose & promise of baptism.  Some say baptism IS essential to salvation.  Some say baptism is NOT essential to salvation at all.  Some say baptism is nothing more than a symbol & picture of what God has already done for us in Christ.  Some say baptism is just an outward manifestation of an inward faith.  Some say baptism is not an act of salvation, but an act of Christian obedience, thus making it the first step of discipleship.

When it comes to the issue of right versus wrong, we must understand the following: Either I’m right & you’re wrong, or you’re right & I’m wrong, or we are both wrong because we both cannot be right.  When it comes to the issue of God versus man, we must comprehend God is true & every man a liar.  The Bible is always right.  When it comes to truth versus error, we must recognize truth can stand investigation.  Check behind all individuals claiming to be preachers & teachers of the gospel, including this one, for salvation is serious business.  We cannot allow ourselves to be beguiled by preachers who provide lip, tongue, & teeth rather than book, chapter, & verse for the things they teach.  The anthem of humanity must be: “Show me the Scripture.”  We cannot take man’s word for anything, but we can only accept God’s word on everything & all things pertaining to life & godliness.
When it comes to the question, “Unto what then were you baptized?,” this question is of the utmost importance because folks are claiming they have been baptized, but what they did versus what the Bible teaches does not match.  It is sad, when we have Christians who claim to know, teach, & practice truth, but cannot explain an action so vital to our salvation such as baptism.  If our baptism is not right, then everything else we do whether it be morally correct, worshipping God, giving to the Lord, working in the church, caring for the needy, etc would have all been done in vain.  So, “What saith the Scriptures regarding baptism?”
There Is Only One Baptism (Ephesians 4:4-6)

If you have been “baptized” & I have been “baptized,” but for some reason our “baptisms” did not put us in the same person, add us to the same place because it was done according to a different plan, then this makes two baptisms.  However, the Bible teaches there is only one baptism.  Somebody is wrong & we need to obey the Bible in order to make it right.
If People In The Bible Were Baptized, Then What Makes Us Think We Don’t Have To Do It?  (1 Corinthians 11:1)

One of the ways to establish Biblical Authority is by Apostolic &/or Approved Example.  Paul said by way of the Holy Spirit, “Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ.”  May I suggest Paul was baptized.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 9:17-18, the Bible reads, “And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.”  May I suggest the nations gathered on the day of Pentecost were baptized (Acts 2:41).  May I suggest the Samaritans were baptized (Acts 8:12).  May I suggest the Simon the sorcerer was baptized (Acts 8:13).  May I suggest the Ethiopian eunuch was baptized (Acts 8:38).  May I suggest the Gentiles were baptized (Acts 10:47).  May I suggest Lydia & her household were baptized (Acts 16:15).  May I suggest the Philippian jailor was baptized (Acts 16:33).  May I suggest the Corinthians were baptized (Acts 18:8).  May I suggest the Ephesians were baptized (Acts 19:5).  May I suggest the Romans were baptized (Romans 6:3).  May I suggest the Galatians were baptized (Galatians 3:27).  May I suggest the Colossians were baptized (Colossians 2:12).  The reason why all of these individuals were baptized is because it was taught they needed to be baptized.  Philip taught the Samaritans, Simon, & the Ethiopian Eunuch the necessity of baptism.  Ananias taught Saul, who later became Paul, the necessity of baptism.  Peter taught Cornelius, his household, & the nations at Pentecost the necessity of baptism.  Paul taught Lydia, her household, the Philippians, the Corinthians, the Ephesians, the Romans, the Galatians, & the Colossians the necessity of baptism.  Jesus Himself taught the apostles the necessity of baptism (Matthew 28:19 & Mark 16:16).  Jesus has all authority (Matthew 28:18) & if the Lord says we must be baptized, then who are we to ignore His command?

Unto What Then Were You Baptized?

It appears we are so desperate for membership & numerical growth, we are beginning to ignore the Scriptures regarding baptism & just accept anybody’s testimony regarding salvation.  There are elders leading the Lord’s church who have never been baptized into Christ.  There are preachers preaching in the Lord’s church who have never been baptized into Christ.  There are deacons serving in the Lord’s church who have never been baptized into Christ.  People are becoming more & more adamant regarding their position before God that they are bullying Christians to compromise truth, all because they do not want to admit they were wrong in the first place.  Sometimes, we have to change our religion in order to be right with God.  In Acts 8, the Ethiopian eunuch was honest, but he was honestly mistaken, humbled himself, & submitted to baptism.  In Acts 10, Cornelius was sincere, but he was sincerely wrong, humbled himself, & submitted to baptism.  In Acts 19, the Ephesians were religious & had been baptized already, but they were erroneously religious, humbled themselves, & were baptized correctly. So, what is involved in Bible baptism?  1) Right Candidate, 2) Right Substance, 3) Right Method, 4) Right Purpose, 5) Right Authority, & 6) Right Promise.
The Right Candidate (Acts 2:37-41)

The right candidate for baptism is a repentant believer of the truth.  On the day of Pentecost, the men believed in Acts 2:37.  What did they believe?  They believed the truth taught to them in Acts 2:14-36.  They were told to repent in Acts 2:38.  They repented in Acts 2:41, for they gladly received the word told to them in Acts 2:14-40.  It was only when they heard the truth, believed the truth, & repented of their sins, they could be baptized.  Hearing the truth precedes baptism (Acts 8:12).  Believing precedes baptism (Mark 16:16).  Repentance precedes baptism (Acts 3:19).  Therefore, individuals who refuse to repent of error & sins cannot be baptized or their baptism is in vain.  Babies cannot believe, so their christening/baptism is in vain.  An individual who has been taught wrong cannot be baptized right because they did not hear the truth in the first place.  If we hear the wrong thing, then we will believe the wrong thing.  If we believe the wrong thing, then what did we repent of?  If we were taught wrong, then we could not have been baptized right!
The Right Substance (1 Peter 3:20-21)

The right substance is water.  Jesus said in John 3:5, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  The Ethiopian eunuch said in Acts 8:36, “See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?”  Peter said in Acts 10:47, “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized?”  Paul said in Ephesians 5:25-27, “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.”  In Hebrews 10:22, the Bible reads, “Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.”  If we want to be saved, then we must be baptized in water.  
We cannot be baptized in the Holy Ghost & be saved.  Nobody has been baptized in the Holy Ghost since Acts 10.  Holy Ghost baptism was for the purpose of opening the door of salvation to the world.  In Acts 2, the apostles were baptized with the Holy Ghost & the Jews had salvation delivered unto them.  In Acts 10, Cornelius & his household were baptized with the Holy Ghost (Acts 10:47 & Acts 11:15) & the Gentiles had salvation delivered unto them.  In both cases, the Holy Spirit opened the door, but they still had to humble themselves, & submit to water baptism in order to be saved.  

We cannot be baptized in fire & be saved.  We must understand fire baptism is not something we are to desire, but it is something we are to avoid.  Listen to your Bible!  In Matthew 3:10-12, John breaks down fire baptism for us.  “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.  I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”  When Jesus comes again, He will gather the faithful & fruitful, then He will baptize the unfaithful & unfruitful with unquenchable fire.  We need to be baptized in water in order to avoid being baptized in fire when the Lord comes again.
The Right Method (Romans 6:4 & Colossians 2:12)

The right method is immersion in water.  We cannot have water sprinkled on us & say, “We have been baptized.”  We cannot have water poured on us & say, “We have been baptized.”  We cannot have our heads only dipped in water & say, “We have been baptized.”  Our bodies must be completely submerged i.e. buried in the water.  Why did John choose Aenon to baptize people?  It is because there was much water there.  Listen to your Bible!  In John 3:23, the Bible reads, “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.”  In Acts 8:38-39, the Bible reads, “And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”  There was so much water, both Philip & the eunuch went down into the water & both came up out of the water.  We cannot come up, unless we first go down.  We do not need much water to sprinkle.  We do not need much water to pour, but we need much water in order to dip & to plunge.  In order for us to be saved, we must be buried in water.
The Right Purpose (Acts 2:38)
By the word “purpose,” we are talking about the reason why we do what we do.  The reason for being baptized in water is for the remission of sins; the forgiveness of sins; the removal of sins.  To be baptized for any other purpose is unscriptural.  If we have been taught that our sins were remitted before baptism, then we were taught wrong & were not baptized right.  If we want our sins removed, then we must humble ourselves, submit to water baptism believing & understanding our sins are removed at the point of baptism.  Oftentimes, many individuals will claim they have been baptized for this purpose, even when they advertise through their conduct & conversation, they have never heard of being baptized for this purpose, never read of being baptized for this purpose, &/or never was taught about being baptized for this purpose.  So instead of admitting they have done the wrong thing, repent, & do the right thing, they insist we transgress Scripture, ignore God, & accept their denominational baptism &/or their christening.  Nevertheless, the problem is not so much the objector as it is the enabler.  The enabler is the Christian who says this is okay.  We reduce the purpose of “remission of sins” to nothing more than a magical phrase that when it is said, we are quick to close the Bible & immediately fellowship individuals who clearly have no fellowship with God.  To avoid this costly mistake, we must be baptized by the right authority.
The Right Authority (1 Corinthians 10:1-2)
To understand 1 Corinthians 10:1-2, we must recall this event taking place in Exodus 14.   In the text of Exodus 14, the Israelites were the right candidates for they trusted God to save them through the water.  The Egyptians were the right candidates for they trusted God to save them through the water or otherwise they would have never attempted to cross.  The Israelites were baptized in the right substance for the Red Sea is water.  The Egyptians were baptized in the right substance for the Red Sea is water.  The Israelites were baptized by the right method, for they were completely covered in water; Red Sea to the left & right; cloud over them.  The Egyptians were baptized by the right method, for they were completely covered in water; Red Sea to the left & right; cloud over them.  The Israelites were baptized for the right purpose, for they expected salvation; they expected to be alive when they came up out of the water.  The Egyptians were baptized for the right purpose, for they expected salvation; they expected to be alive when they came up out of the water.  However, the promise of salvation became a reality for the Israelites, but death became the reality for the Egyptians.  My question is: “Why?”  It is because the Israelites went into the water by the authority of God, but the Egyptians went into the water by the authority of Pharoah.  God’s authority brought life to the Israelites, & Pharoah’s authority caused the Egyptians to drown in the same water, which saved Israel.  Christ’s authority is absolutely essential to our salvation.  Listen to your Bible!  In Colossians 3:17, the Bible reads, “And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.”  We must be baptized by Jesus’ authority because He has all authority.  Listen to your Bible!  In Matthew 28:18, Jesus said, “All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”  Christ’s authority demands we hear the gospel before we are baptized, believe what we heard before we are baptized, repent of our sins before we are baptized, & confess Christ before we are baptized.  Hearing destroys the ignorance of sin.  If we were still ignorant of sin at the point of baptism, then we were baptized by the wrong authority & just got wet.  Believing destroys the love of sin.  If we were still in love with sin at the point of baptism, then we were baptized by the wrong authority & just got wet.  Repentance destroys the practice of sin.  If we were still practicing sin at the point of baptism, then we were baptized by the wrong authority & just got wet.  Confession destroys the allegiance of sin.  If we were still pledging allegiance to sin at the point of baptism, then we were baptized by the wrong authority & just got wet.  Baptism is designed to destroy the status of sin in our lives, but if we go to the water by the wrong authority, then baptism cannot do & will not do what it is designed to do.  We must be baptized by the right authority.
The Right Promise (Hebrews 10:36) 
By the word “promise,” we are talking about what happens when we do the right thing, the right way, for the right reason.  We may have been baptized because we were the right candidate, in the right substance, by the right method, according to right purpose, but if it was not done by the right authority, then we did not receive the right promise.  “Well, Jimmy told me he was baptized for the remission of sins & that’s good enough for me.”  It might be good enough for you, but it is not good enough for God!  In Acts 19:3, when Paul asked these men, “Unto what then were you baptized?”  They responded by saying, “Unto John’s baptism.”  Well, what was the purpose of John’s baptism?  It was for the remission of sins.  Listen to your Bible!  In Mark 1:4, the Bible reads, “John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  In case we missed this, listen to your Bible again!  In Luke 3:3, the Bible reads, “And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”  Even though these individuals were baptized for the remission of sins under John’s baptism, they still needed to be baptized into Christ because there is only one baptism (Ephesians 4:5).  There is only way to Heaven.  If we want to be saved, then we all must submit to the same person & follow the same plan, in order to arrive at the same place.  So, what is the right promise?
When we are baptized right, we enter the kingdom of God.  Listen to your Bible!  In John 3:5, the Bible reads, “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.”  When we are baptized right, God washes away our sins.  Listen to your Bible!  In Acts 22:16, the Bible reads, “And now why tarriest thou? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”  When we are baptized right, God puts us in Christ.  Listen to your Bible!  In Galatians 3:27, the Bible reads, “For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”  When we are baptized right, God puts us in the body of Christ, which is His church.  Listen to your Bible!  In 1 Corinthians  12:13, the Bible reads, “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.”  When we are baptized right, God saves us.  Listen to your Bible!  In 1 Peter 3:21, the Bible reads, “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  Also, in Mark 16:16, Jesus said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”  A person who is baptized right understands these promises are granted to them as a result of being baptized the right way for the right reason.  God does not add us to the kingdom without our knowledge.  God does not wash away our sins without our knowledge.  God does not put us in Christ without our knowledge.  God does not add us to His church without our knowledge.  God does not save us without our knowledge.  If we suggest we are saved prior to baptism, then we are saying we are saved without being in the kingdom.  If we suggest we are saved prior to baptism, then we are saying we are saved without having our sins washed away.  If we suggest we are saved prior to baptism, then we are saying we are saved without being in Christ.  If we suggest we are saved prior to baptism, then we are saying we are saved without being in the church of Christ.  If we suggest we are saved prior to baptism, then we are saying we are saved without being saved & this is a human mess.  

It is time for Christians to stop sugar coating the truth because we are afraid of hurting somebody’s feelings.  God is going to hurt more than their feeling on the Day of Judgment if they don’t obey Him.  It is time for members of the Lord’s church to start telling the truth & start shaming the devil.  It is time for disciples of Christ to start studying the Bible, so we can start sharing the right story; so humanity can be received up into glory.  There is only one right candidate; there is only one right substance; there is only one right method; there is only one right reason; there is only right authority; there is only one right promise, & they are all found in the Bible.  Now since we are clear regarding baptism, let us ask the question again, “Unto to what then were you baptized?”
